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Tue plan of salvation, as revealed to 
us in the New Testament, not only con- 
templates the pardon of past sins through 
faith in Christ and obedience to his com- 
mands, but it proposes future advance- 


ment and progression in Christian knowl- | 


edge and practice. Hence we not only 
find the law and antecedents of remission 


as developed im onr foregoing essays ; but. 


the inspired writers under the Gospel dis- 
pensation, have clearly pointed out the 
duties and obligations of:those who ac- 
cept of the offers of. salvation and are 
adopted into the family of God, both in 
their individual capavity and as members 
of the body of Christ. 

It is a most mistaken idea that the 
penitent believer has done all that is re- 
quired of him, when he has snbmitted to 
the authority of Heaven and been buried 
with his Lord by baptism'‘into death. He 
is but just introduced into that condition 
in which he: can labor acceptably to God, 
He has just become a child of his heavenly 
Father, and: an heir with Jesus Christ to 
joys immortal, and therefore ‘as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father,’”’.so he ‘‘ also should walk 
in newness of Jife.”?’ To such an one 
baptism is indeed of the first importance, 


word of God by which he can have any 
assurance of the pardon of past sins, or 
that adoption by which from an alien he 
has been brought into that. endearing re- 
lation. by which he can say “‘Abba Father ;” 
still he is only started in the Christian 
race where he can begin to expertence re- 
ligion, by the exhibition of Christian 
charity, and gentleness and goodness, and 
temperance and long suffering, which are 
some of the fruits of that ‘‘holy Spirit 
with which he has been sealed.” | 

In the present article, it will be our ob- 
ject to consider the Organization of the 
congregation as preparatory to the exami- 
nation of the duties and obligations of 
the individual members forming such con- 
gregations. By the term congregation we 
mean any given-number of obdedient be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ, associated togeth- 
er for the worship of God. They are 
sometimes (although erroneously) called 
‘*hurches,’’ but when taken in the aggrte- 
gate they compose the ‘‘Church of the 
living God,’ or the body of Christ on 

The organization of the canmmaniiin 
as set forth in the New Testament, is ex- 
ceedingly plain and simple. The reader 
will find the subject treated at length in 
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_ they co-operate in laboring to discharge 
the duties admitted to be obligatory upon | or servants are concerned. 
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the first volume of the Magazine, and we|it may be shown ty be the duty of the 
shall therefore only glance at the matter |elder, or deacon, or evangelist to perform, 
at this time. is the work of the congregation, and as it 


The first thing worthy of remark is, |is made up of individual members, they 


that the members of the'Charch all stand | as 


such share in thé obligation and re- 


upon a perfect equality. In the kingdom sponsibility of its performance. The only 
of our Lord wWesus there are no castes, no | distinction then between the officers and 
national or sectional divisions, no aris-| other members of «congregation is an 
tocracy. “The apostle Paul says to the | oficial distinction, and originates in the 
brethren at Galatia, ‘Ye are all the chil- | fact of their being chosen by the congre- 
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus. gation to perform for it what could not 
For as many of you as have been baptized |/so well be performed without the proper 


into Christ, have put on Christ. ‘There/organs. The officers of the Church are 


is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither | not an ecclesiastical nobility or aristocracy, 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor /nor do they hold their office by hereditary 
female ; for ye are all onie in Christ Jesus.” | descent or apostolic succession, they are 
All Christians, however humble their out-|in plain language thé servants of their 


ward condition, are exalted to the rank respective congregations. — 


of ‘kings and ptiests to God,’’ and con- 


relation to each other, to their Saviour, 


‘To ascertain what the 


sequently, stand precisely in’ the same | are, and who are the scripturally qualified 
persons to fill them, it is only necessary 


and to their heavenly Father. The recog- |that we should understand the great de- 


nition of this truth, lies at the foundation | sign of our Lord in founding his kingdom 
of all proper congregational action, and |here on earth. What then is the mission 
correct church polity. The spiritual |of the Church? What was it designed 
equality of its members is as necessary to|to accomplish? The answer to these 
be acknowledged by the Church, in order | questions is found in the great commis- 


to insure just action, as is the nattral|sion itself, ‘‘Go ye, therefore, and 


equality of mankind on the part.of human |teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
governments, that wholesom? laws may | name of the Father, and of the Son, and — 


be enacted and administered for the pro-!of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to ob- 
tection of all. ‘The officers of the con-|serve all things whatsoever I have com- 
gregation are simply the organs through |manded you.’”’ The work of the Charch 


which the members in their collected ca- 


‘and of the different congregations com- 


pacity act, and propose to carry out their | posing it, is to evangelize the world, to 
designs and perform the obligations rest- ‘preach Jesus Christ and him crucified to 


ing upon thém as a congregation of dis-|the whole human family, irrespective of 
ciples of Christ. | nation, or clime, or tongue, or kindred, 


_ Another important consideration is, that | and to build up and edify, and instruct 


whatever is the business of the congrega- 


and teach all the members of which it is 
tion is the business of each member of it, |composed. We shall notice this great 


and that consequently the individual mem- | work more fully at the proper point, but 


bers cannot discharge their duties, unless 


the Church in the aggregate. Whatever 


we deem the foregoing sufficient to show 
the wants of the Charch as far as gp 


The proclamation of the Gospel is one 
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part of the work, and as it is not possible 
for every member of the Church to go and 


preach it viva voce, it must be apparent to 
every one that the members are under 


obligations to select those: who are the 
best qualified to perform this work, and 
constitute them their organs, or as the 
mouth-pieces of the Church, to do for them 
what they could not do individually. 

Hence we see the origin and necessity 
for the evangelist’s office. It is through 
this organ that the word of the Lord is 
‘*sounded out,” and that the Church be- 
comes the ‘‘pillar and support of the 
truth.” 

The souls of the flock are to be watched 
over. ‘Those who believe and are bap- 
tized, are to be taught ‘‘to observe all 
things whatsoever Christ their rightful 
Lord and lawgiver has commanded.” 
Hence the need of overseers, or shepherds, 
or pastors, or elders. Through the elders 
the congregation teaches its members the 
path of duty, and warns them of the dan- 
gers that surround them while living in a 
wicked and gain-saying world. It is the 
business of the overseer to ‘‘ reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all long suffering,”’ to 
‘feed the flock of God,’ and to take 
‘*the oversight thereof, not by constraint 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of 
a ready mind ; neither as being lords over 
God’s heritage, but being ensamples to. 
the flock.”’ 

Another duty of the congregation is the 
dispensing of charity to their own desti- 
tute members, and as far as practicable to 
those outside of the Church. ‘‘ Pure re- 
ligion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction.” We are, as 
opportunity is afforded, to ‘‘do good to 
all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith.” We therefore 
not only need ‘pastors’ who are to take 


the spiritual supervision of the congre- 


gation, but also those whose duty it shall 
be to take charge of its financial affairs. 
This work is assigned to the deacon. In 
the name. of the congregation, and from 
its treasury, kept up by ‘‘the fellowship,’’ 
it is his happy lot to be the dispenser of 
temporal comfort among the poor and 
the needy ; to wipe the tear of sorrow from 
the eyes of the wid6w and the orphan. 
Having seen whio are the necessary offi- 
cers of the congregation, we shall endea- 
vor in another number to point out the 
manner in which it is to carry out the 
obligations resting upon it, as a part of 
the mystical body of Christ. We shall 
take up in their order the different duties 
to be observed on the Lord’s day and at 
other intervening periods. J. Be 
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THE TROUBLES AT BETHANY COLLEGE. 


“What tragic tears bedim the eye! 
What deaths we suffer, ere we die! 
Our broken friendshi 
And loves of youth, 


we deplore, 
are no more.” 


My Brotuer: I shall offer no apology, 
for addressing a series of letters to you, 
through such a medium as I may. I 
have sought, but sought in vain, for an 
opportunity of replying through your 
own columns. I now invite you to col- 
umns, which are, what you long pro- 
claimed yours to be, FREE. 


My constitutional love of guief 
vented me from attempting publicity to a”. 


few sermons which I delivered at the time, 
in review of your eight labored essays on 
the subject of Slavery, and the ‘‘ Fugitive 
Slave bill.” 
ened the throbbing of my heart, and the 
beating of my pulse; but ‘‘the sea of 
time—the only sea that can separate be- 
tween us and our sorrows,’’ (as Longfel- 
low speaks, ) separated from me the in- 
tensity of my feelings, and the bitterness 
of my mortification. But when I saw 
you attempting, by the weight of your 
name and inflnence, to crush ten noble 
sons of the North, I could no tonger for- 


All these, at the time, quick- 
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bear. Not that 1 deem these young men 
at all in danger—far from it. You may 
succeed in giving them a celebrity they 
could not so easily obtain otherwise, but 
crush them you can nof/ Public senti- 
ment, at the North, is too thoroughly 
aroused against the domineering spirit 
and audacious encroachments of the slave 
power, to admit of this. You may make 

eroes and notables of them, but martyrs 
never! ! 

You will readily anticipate then, that I 
do not propose a vindication of these 
young men, either as it respects their 
general character, or the question of ve- 
racity as between yourself and them; 
these are comparatively small matters, 
which I am content to leave to- others ; 
but there are certain principles involved 
in the matter, upon which I wish to ‘‘ shew 
my Opinion.” ese young men, it seems, 
were agitators. ° Be itso. ‘Their righ? to 
be so, yea the right of all men, young and 
old, and not the right only but the pro- 
pri:ty and the duty, I hope to make appa- 
rent hereafter, even to yourself. 

But, my senior, where shall I begin? 
for agitation is the life of this world of 


ours. If I go not beyond myself—the} 


hand that guides this pen, and the head 
that dictates, this ‘‘ house I live in, fear- 
fully and wonderfully made,’’ I find that 
when the current of life ceases to be 
agitated,’’ at once ‘‘death reigns.”’ And 
then the air we breathe, that ocean of 
Ggitation, bearing away from the vital 
finids the waste of life’s chafing machinery, 
its disease’ and death, what if agitation 
should cease there? Would not the pall 
of death be thrown over every living 
thing? “Tis true this agitation, so essen- 
tial to life, is sometimes attended with 
evils ; the gentle breeze becomes a gale, a 
tempest, a tornado, destroying property 
and life. But come with me, my grave 
and reverend senior, and let us, upon the 
wings of imagination or faith, make a 
circuit, and find if we can where the tem- 

st hides itself; or who hath begotten 
the whirlwind; er out of whose womb 
the tornado issues forth. Passing mid- 
way in the ether, up the margin of our 
great chain of lakes, till we are fairly over 
the vast prairies of the West, let us pause 


take some notes, and pass on. Turning 
adown the course of ‘‘the great father of 
waters,”’ let us pass on to the “sunny 
South ;”? and here let us pause again. 
Senior, do you see those dark lagoons, 
those turbid bayous; and do you see the 
super-luxuriant vegetation that covers 
those alluvial valleys, that comes suddenly 
to maturity and soddens and decomposes 
under a summer’s sun? But let us pass 
on and compass the Gulf coast. You see 
the swamps and everglades of ‘‘the land 
of flowers,’’ as we wing our way, and the 
‘‘rice swamps of the Carolinas;’’ but 
onward let us go, till we have passed clean 
over your own ‘‘ Dismal Swamp ;” and 
now on the bank of the beautiful Potomac 
let us alight and rest our weary wings, 
and talk of what we have seen. You 
perceive, my senior, that these scenes 
over which we have lingered, would, un- 
der a summer’s sun, become vast seething 
pots; but as the action of the seething 
ot varies according’ to the feebleness or 
intensity of the heat applied; so with 
these. As the former over a slow fire, 
would sluggishly cast its foaming contents 
over the vessel’s brim, but with an in- 
tense heat they throw their foaming exha- 
lations high and far, so with these seeth- 
ing cauldrons of vegetable putrefaction ; 
with a heat sufficiently intense, the deadly 
malaria is suddenly lifted with the rarefied 
strata of air, and a vacuum thus formed, 
the ‘‘four winds of heaven”’ rush in, and 
initiate a whirlwind before which mute 
nature stands aghast!’ The mightiest sons 
of the forest are crushed as they were tiny 
flowers; the rocks are torn from their 
beds and tossed like the toys of childhood, 
and the ‘‘everlasting hills ’’ tremble. 
But come with me again, and let us 
survey the scenes of desolation in the 
track of this terrific destroyer. I think 
as we approach nearer and nearer the 


entire as we thought, looking on at a dis- 
tance. Let us consider; here is a num- 
ber of beautiful forest trees hurled to 
the earth, some broken, some upturned 
by the roots; but further on; here is a 
human habitation leveled with the ground, 
and its material scattered far and wide. 
But where are the inmates? Have they 


for a moment and consider. We will 


all perished? I see no traces of them ! 


scene of destruction, the ruin is not so — 
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But look again—the Lord be 
see them all in yonder nook, and bowed 
in humble thanksgiving to the Preserver 
of men! They heard the terrific sound 
of this winged destroyer, and beer fled 
away. Passing on—here is a dwelling, 
the roof carried away; the inmates un- 
fortunately starting to flee in the direction 
of the tempest’s track, are overtaken by 
the shattered timbers of their own habi- 
tation. Let us draw nigh. There is no 
one killed; here is a child with a broken 
arm, a mother with a bruised limb, a 
father with a lacerated head ; but all may, 
with a blessing, soon be well again. But 
a little farther on, sad to tell, is a dying 
man ! 
pitcher is broken at the fountain, the 
wheel broken at the cistern.’”?’ He was 
felling trees in the wood; he heard the 
approach of the tempest, and made haste 
to escape, but a dissevered arm of an oak 
crushed him to the earth, and now the 
tide of life is fast ebbing out. Let us 
mingle our tears of sympathy with his 
bereaved family, and open our purse 
strings for their relief, and return to sum 
up the amount of the ruin. The injured 
will, I trust, soon be well. The houses 
will soon be re-built, or repaired, the 
fences replaced, fallen trees are still valu- 
able for fuel and lumber. 

And now for the good accomplished. 
That semi-omnipotent force, as it started, 
seized upon that rarefied stratum which 
had borne aloft that brooding pestilence, 
and in its terrific whirl ground it, as be- 
tween the upper and nether millstones, 
into infinitessimals, and scattered them so 
far and so wide, that they must make the 
circuit of the globe and enter into new 
combinations, before they can ever again 
poison the fountain of human life; and a 
whole region has been saved for one year, 
‘*from 2 pestilence which walketh in 
darkness, and from the destruction which 
wasteth at noon-day.’’ But my wings are 
wearied, and I will take my leave of you 
for a little. Im my next, I will go back 


with you to our resting place on the lovely | 


Potomac, and take another view of the 
Dismal Swamp. _—‘ Fare thee well, 
M. 8S. Cuapp. 


praised—I 


‘« The golden bow! is broken ; the: 


the Truth of the 
No 1. 

No book of equal antiquity eomes down 
to us with any thing like such an amount 
of external evidence, as do the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

But we would willingly relinquish all 
argument arising from mere external tes- 
timony, in comparison with the moral 
internal evidences of our holy religion. 
It is the adaptation of the Bible to the 
wants of man, that carries the strongest 
conviction of truth to the human heart: 
All men feel the need of some plan of 
salvation, that shall operate equitably and 
with equal force upon the high and the 
low, the rich and the poor. And although 
some may object to the Bible, because of 
its restraints upon their passions or sup- 
posed interests, yet they will cheerfully 
admit that other men need those very 
prohibitions which have been the butt of 
their objection; thus showing that the 
blindness of their own heart is at the bot- 
tom of all their difficulty. It is the moral 
excellence of this book, which makes it 
stand pre-eminent among all the books of 
the world. ‘The authority with which it 
addresses the rich man, the kindness and 
sympathy with which it approaches the 
poor and him that hath no helper, sets it 
clearly above the invention of priestly 
selfishness. 

If the Bible showed itself thoroughly 
wedded to the worldly interest of the rich ; 
if its tendency were to make the rich, 
richer, and the poor, poorer, it would 
carry with it its own condemnation, and 
no external evidence could possibly make ut 
credible. 

God is the author of all that is hi 
and noble in man. And God being 
author of the Bible, cannot violate, in 
that book, those sentiments of justice and 
truth which he has planted in the human 
heart. In other words, the heart of man 
when purified by the Gospel, can find 
nothing in that Gospel which he cannot 
love with all his moral powers. . 

The Christian teacher or moralist who 
attempts to make the Bible uphold any 
repulsive immorality or crushing oppres- 
‘sion, is doing more against the evidences 
‘of the Bible than all the open infidels in 


Evidences of Bible. 


the world. 
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When. these Colotiies were struggling 
for some items of that liberty which God 
meant for all, the faith of almost the 
whole nation was shaken by the fluency 
of those who quoted the Bible to uphold 
king-craft. It was not Thomas Paine 
that did so much mischief as the gentle- 
men of the black gown, whose zeal to put 
down republicanism emboldened them to 
defend the Bible against those ‘‘incendia- 
ries,’’ with all it said about the ‘‘ Divine 
right of kings.’”’ It was this perversion 
of the Bible that made Paine an infidel, if 
I understand the philosophy of his history. 
Now, Mr. Editor, it appears to me that 
the good book teaches the Divine right 
of fools to be kings, about as clearly as it 
does the Divine right of Slaveholders. 
And if putting such horrid nonsense as 
king-craft into the Bible, made infidels in 


the latter part of the last century, is there 


not danger that a similar perversion in 
favor of Slavery will produce similar re- 
sults in the latter part of this? Butmore 
of this in our next. B. U. W. 


Elder B. Franklin and Slavery.—No. 2. 


Leavine the “‘ Harrison street Church,”’ 
our brother again comes back to the sub- 
ject of slavery, in the following very am- 


biguous language : 

“The question of slavery, at this period, in this 
country, is not one for children, for experiment, or 
with which men shonlid trifle. A question that con- 
vulses mighty political combinations, commands the 
attention, constantly, of the Congress of a mighty, 
rapidly growing. and prospering nation, and convulses 
charches, is not one to be tampered with, ror sported 
over, by any great or good man. If the minister of 
Christ’ has any seand pellecegny: any solid reason, 

Christian judgment, and correct Bible under- 
standing, he needs it when he approaches this subject. 
We have known churches torn assunder, over this 
question ; old brethren, who had lived in peace and 
walked in harmony for thirty or forty years, set at 
variance, and heart-burnings, indescribable, infused 
among disciples, where not one member of the church 
had, or ever ex to have, one dime of interest in 
a slave, in this world. Many scenes of a similar 
nature, are occurring in different places. An ele. 
ment producing such results as these, is of too grave 
a charccter to be trifled with, by men who fear God, 
and work righteousness, Such an element is well 
suited to those who only pull down, create confusion, 
and spread desolation; but feared and dreaded by 
him who dui/ds up. It is distressing to the good 
man, who has labored in the Lord, and gathered lov- 
ing disciples into the fold of Christ, to see them scat- 


tered and destroyed. It is an easy matter to spread 
desolation, but difficult to restore; it is easy to inflict 
wounds, but hard to healthem. Men can pull down, 
who were never known to build up; sow discord, 
who were never known to restore peace; inflict 
wounds, but never known to heal any. We exhort 
careful how they tamper 
“There is bat one sure foundation for the Christian— 
but one sure rock; that rock is Christ. If we, as 
disciples of Christ, or Christians, would stand, we 
must fix our eye upon him, not with self-will, as 
though we would show him how he ought to teach ; 
but, with humility of spirit, and the highest degree of 
reverence, we must fall. at his feet, and de taughi by 
him. What he taught and did, was right—infallibiy 
safe for this world, and the world to come, What his 
boly apostles tanght, under the infallible guidance of 
the 3 Spirit sent down from heaven, is safe aod 
infallibly right, The lord and his apostles lived, 
preached, practised, and established tianity in 
countries where slavery existed. They spoke of it, 
and acted in reference to it; the course they pursued 
in reference to slavery, to master and servant, is the 
safe, the only safe, the infallibly safe course for every 
man of God. Herewe plant our foot. Here we take 
our stand. We stand upon the Lord's own couse of 
action; his holy and infallible teachings; the action 
of the aposties and their teachings. We have more 
confidence in the wisdom, goodness, and benevolence 
of Christianity, as ¢¢ is, than all modern nctions of it. 
We will maintain and defend the Bible itself, as sé ix, 
and leave the results to God. If any maa thinks he 
can make a Bible more easily defended against the 
aspersions of infidels than the one which God gave 
us; or that he can more successfully defend some 
perverted view of the Bible we have, than he can a 
straight-forward, rational interpretation and applica- 
tion, be it so; we shall stand square upon the Bible 
as God gave it; we shall stand by every man who will 
stand upon it, and strive to maintain peace and unity 
among all who love it.” 


It strikes us that the foregoing is one 
of its author’s very best efforts at the ‘‘Ad 
caplandum vulgus.’’ He lays hold of the 
prejudices of his readers, thereby biasing 
their minds in favor of the positions he 
afterwards takes before they are presented. 
First he announces the magnitude of the 
subject, and calls upon ‘‘ the minister of 
Christ,” to summon all his ‘‘ philosophy 
and reason, and Christian judgment and 
Bible understanding,’’ to the investiga- 
tion, imferentially assuming that those 
engaged in the discussion of the subject 
are destitute of those qualifications. He 
then speaks of the ‘‘ Churches he has seen 
torn asunder over the question of slavery, 
by those who had not ‘one dime of in- 
terest in a slaye.’’’ Here again he as- 
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sumes that the whole responsibility of this. 
discord which’ he has so vividly depicted, | 
is chargeable to’the ‘anti-slavery portion 
of the Church, never for a moment realiz- 


ing the possibility 'that the real cause of: 


all those difficulties ‘is in the institution 


of slavery itself, and not with those who | 


oppose it. ‘There is another thought 


here. He: seems to look at the subject | 


only through the medium of dollars and’ 
cents. Has the Christian philanthropist 
no other interest ‘in his fellow man, his 
brother, than that which is designated by 
dimes? Our brother has most assuredly 
misapplied his “‘sound philosophy, solid 
reason, good Christian judgment, and 
correct Bible understanding,” if he thinks 
a moneyed interest the only legitimate in- 
terest the Christian has even in the dlack 
man. That same Bible upon which he 
professes to stand so ‘“‘square,’? —the 
‘Bible as it is"—the ‘‘Bible as God 
gave it,’’ teaches the common origin, and 
common destiny, and consequently the 
universal brotherhood of mankind. ‘God 
made of one blood all the nations of the 
earth,’? says Paul; and another with the 
endorsement of the Savior himself, said, 
‘*Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and soul, and mind, and 
strength, and thy neighbor as thyself.’ 
The Christian has an inéerest in the salva- 
tion of both slave and slaveholder. It is 
his duty to labor that the slave be restored 
to his natural rights; that he be so edu- 
cated as to be able to read and understand 
that old fashioned Bible upon which our 
brother has ‘planted his foot ;” that he 
be permitted to worship God accotding 
to the requirements of this same “Bible 
we heve ;’’ that he may have the right 
guaranteed to him to discharge his duties 
as pointed out to’ him in the ‘teachings 
of Christ and his Apostles,” in the va- 
rious relations of husband, father, and 
son. It is his duty to enlighten the mind 


of the master on. the subject, and show. 
him the incompatibility of the system with 
the whole spirit of the Gospel} rather than 


| by ‘some perverted view of the Bible,’’ 


to administer opiates to his half awakened 
and troubled conscience. 


Our brother then takes we following 
positions: 


“1. Onur first position is, that we are. te any 
Mason and Dixon’s Line,’’ or North and South, in 
the charch of God, We know no metes, eo 


and distimctions, geographical, in the of 


Christ. 
‘2. We are, opposed to ‘dissolving the union’ 


among the disciples of Christ, North aad South, and 
would uot, with our present convictions, be instru- 
meatal in prodecing such a desolation, for any State 


in the ernment. 

a. dus Christ and his apostles never made any 
upon the mere relation of master and 
| servant. 

“4. The existence of the relation of master and ser- 
vant was permitted among the primitive disciples, and 
in the charch. 

‘5, Both masters and servants entered by the same 
23% into the primitive church, and were members 


Tn his first position, he assumes that 
his anti-slavery brethren are in favor of a 
‘‘Mason and Dixon’s Line,” and a “North 
and South in the church of God.” Now 
we beg leave to say this is a mere assump- 
tion, not warranted by the facts in the 
case. As far as our knowledge or réad- 
ing extends, we assert most positively that 
no such an idea was ever advocated by any | 
Christian brother. There is a line over 
which Christianity does not extend, but 
it is not ‘‘Mason and Dixon’s.” It is 
that line which was drawn by an inspired 
apostle, defining the ‘‘metes and boun- 
daries of the Church” to be, ‘‘ Love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, and temperance.”’ 
|Wherever these are found christianity is 
found, and where they are absent the 
‘Church of God absent, be itN orth, 
or. be it South. : | 

His second position is merely A repeti- 
tion of the first, and like it is only worthy 


of being dignified with the appellation of 
a ‘position,’ so far as it is possible for 
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him to take @ position‘on'a negative which 
has no affirmative! We repeat that no 
disciple of Christ, or any other anti- 
slavery writer or speaker, ‘has, as far’ as 
we are advised, ever advocated such a 
doctrine. The design of the anti-slavery 
agitators in the Church is to purify it and 
purge from it, the great sin of oppression, 
that thereby a. real, and complete union 
may exist between the members of the 
Church wherever found—whether North 
or South. 
His third position is that ‘‘ Christ and 
his apostles never made any direct attacks 
upon the mere relation of master and ser- 
vant.” Why so guarded? Why say 
direct attack ?”” Why say ‘‘mere rela- 
tion ?” Why use the general word ser- 
vant, when you mean the specific one slave ? 
Was you conscious, Bro. Franklin, that 
Christ and his apostles did make indirect 
attacks upon slavery, as well as every 
other species of sin? Your very lan- 
guage is an evidence that you was con- 
scious that the whole system of slavery 
was at variance with the great law of love, 
ineulcated by Christ and his apostles. 
True, they made no direct attack, but the 
whole spirit of the gospel was an indirect 
attack upon it, and calculated to do it 

“@way, as we shall presently show upon 
the authority of this same ‘‘ Elder Frank- 
lin”? himself. 

The next position he takes, is that the 
‘‘relation of master and servant was per- 
mitted in the primitive Church.”” Admit- 
ting, for the sake of the argument, that 
the terms ‘‘master and servant” are sy- 
nonymous to the terms ‘‘slaveholder and 
slave,” which is giving him all the benefit 
of his position he can ask, (and more 
than he can rightfully claim, ) what does 
it amount to? The primitive disciples 
were no part or parcel of the law-making 
power in those countries where slavery 
existed, consequently all that could be 


done was to make those indirect attacks 
| against it which are found in all the allu- 
the apostles to the subject. But 
it is not so with slaveholders at the pre- 
sent day in this country. They are the 
‘<sovereigns,’’ the law-making power. As 
far as their votes and their tfluence are 
concerned, they are responsible for the 
existence of slavery at this time. This is 
not only true of brethren living in the 
South, but in the North. Every time 
that Bro. Franklin has voted to sustain a 
pro-slavery administration, or to elect. to 
the presidential chair a ‘‘ Northern man 
with Southern principles,’’ he has, whether 
conscious of it or not, helped to bind 
down his brother slave with the fetters of 
slavery, and to build up that institution 
which interferes with every right and duty 
of the slave, whether civil or religious. 
But Bro. Franklin nor no other pro- 
slavery theologian, can preve that there 
ever was a slaveholder in the primitive 
Church. ‘The word ‘‘master”’ is of so 
general import, that it is impossible to 
determine with certainty that the masters 
spoken of and addressed as brethren were 
slaveholders. Indeed the fact that the 
apostle Paul classes ‘‘ slaveholders’’ with 
‘‘ the lawless and disobedient, the ungodly 
and sinner, the unholy and profane,”’ with 
‘‘murderers and men slayers, and whore- 
mongers and sodomites, and liars and 
perjured persons,” is ‘‘ prima facie ”’ evi- 
dence that they were not slaveholders. 
His fifth position stands in the same 
relation to the fourth, that his second does 
to the first ; it is.a mere reiteration of the 
same idea couched in different language. 
As the two stand or fall together, we shall 
let it pass with this single remark. Ac- 
cording to his own showing, there is a vast 
difference between the primitive Church 
and the congregations of disciples in the 
Southern States. He says, ‘‘ both mas- 


ters and servants entered by the same door 
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into the primitive Chureh.”’ Now as far|p 


as our observation extends, it is customary 
in slaveholding States to have a front door 
for the masters to enter into their Church 
edifices, and a back door for the slaves / 
Perhaps the reason for this difference may 
be found in the fact, that the slaves in the 
primitive Chureh who entered in at the 
same door were not black / 


Our brother next gives us the Scriptural 
quotations from ‘‘ Ephesians vi., 5 to 9, 
and 1 Tim. vi., 1 to 5,’’ upon which he 
makes the following comment : 


The doctrine contained in this extract, the apostle 
commanded Timothy, and through him all evangel- 


- ists of Christ, to “teach and exhort,’’ and assigned 


as his reason, “ that the name of God, and his doc- 
trine, be not blasphemed,’’ and put his mark upon 
every man who would teach otherwise. These thin 
we must stand by, if we claim tolie authority. 
Jesus Christ did not institute slavery, either ancient 
or modern. The slavery of his day existed when he 
came into the world. He did not institute the rela- 
tion of master and servant. That relation existed 
when he made his appearance among men, The civil 


institutions of his time existed when he entered his 


abode among men in the flesh, and he was not con- 
sulted in their creation or character. Whatever evils 
there were in them, and whatever oppressions resulted 
from them, in their legitimate workings, were not 
chargeable upon Christ nor his religion. His king- 
dom is not of this world, but designed for any human 
beings, in any civil government on earth, in any of 
the relations, where, in the providence of God, they 
may have fallen, to show them how they may serve 
, in those relations, if they can not equitably and 
ly be relieved from them, and attain a better 
ife in a better world. Christianity makes no direct 
attacks upon the civil institutions of the country, be 
they or bad, but shows men how they may be 
the servants of God, end be loyal subjects to Christ, 
their Heavenly King, and, at the same time; placable 
and obedient subjects of any civil government on 
earth. It did not establish the civil institutions of 
pcs | country, and is not chargeable with the evils re- 
sulting even from the worst of them. But where its 
holy precepts are regarded, expressly relating to the 
different conditions and relations sustained in the 
civil government, from the king to the nt, all 
are improved, purified, made better, and their happi- 
ness and usefulmess greatly increased. 

Our duty, as the disciples of Christ, is to convert 
all men, both bond and free, master and servant, as 
far as in our power, to Christ; thus showing the 
power of the Christian religion, to regenerate, save, 
mmprove, and make happy, in all the varied relations 
in this world. If a man holding slaves, is given to 

ression and ernelties toward them, the tendency 

Christianity is, when he comes under its influence, 
to tender his heart, remove all feelings of oppression, 
and fill his heart with mercy and humanity, This is 
seen in all those slave countries where Christianity is 


gated. Men, whose hearts. become largely 
imbued with the spit of the Gospel, gradually relax 
the bonds; the converted servant becomes better, 
and the feeling of kindness, between master and slave, 
is increased, and, in thousands of instances, results 
in bis emancipation. In this way, the peaceable, 
orderly, and legitimate workings of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. has /egally emancipated more slaves in 
these United States, fourfold, than all the i//ega/ and 
unscriptural stealing and ranning off of pred 
means of all the facilities of the indergronsé railroad, 
which, it is said, is doing a heavy business. Huan- 
dreds of good men, in the same manuer as the vener- 
able Alexander sone a living and suffering no 
little for what he has said on this subject, and the 
beloved and lamented B. W. Stone, gone to his rest 
with the fathers, did, upon the above-named legiti- 
mate and principle, yielding to that prefer- 
ence which the Bible gives freedom over slavery, in 
the emancipation of all the-slaves that fell into their 
hauds. Such men show their faith by legal, good, 
and peaceable works of righteousness. 


With regard to the teaching of the 
apostles on the subject, (admitting that 


‘promal 


terms ‘‘master and servant’’ are 


equivalent to slaveholder and slave, ) we 
remark that they give not the slightest 
evidence that they approved of slavery. 
On the contrary, they speak of it as a hard 
lot, and a very undesirable condition. All 
their exhortations to the slaves convey 
the idea that their obedience to their mas- 
ters was on the principle that they were 
to endure wrong without taking revenge, 
that they might show the benign influ- 
ence of their religion in their lives; in 
the practice of patience and meekness 
under wrong. The obligation to obe- 
dience on the part of the slave, is never 
put on the ground that slavery is right. 
Neither does the rightfulness of it follow, 
from the fact. of obedience being enjoined 
upon the slave, any more than the right- 


fulness and justice of all those abomi-—_ 


nations practised by Nero, because Chris- 


tians were exhorted to be ‘subject to the 


powers that be.” 

We are not able to see the force of our. 
brother’s language, when he says that 
‘‘Christ did not institute slavery,” &c. 
What does he mean? That the Gospel 
or Christians have nothing to do with any 


thing that ‘‘Jesus Christ.did not insti- 
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tute?” Did Christ institute drunkenness, 
and murder, and theft, and adultery, and 
profanity? And if he did not, does it 
argue that the tendency of the Gospel is 
not to put them down, and that the Chris- 
tian is out of his duty who labors for their 
overthrow? If there is any logic in his 
position, it most assuredly is as conclusive 
in the one case as the other. 

He says ‘‘our duty is to convert all 
men, both master and servant.’’ . But a 
very important question presents itself 
here. Is a man truly converted, who con- 
tinues to’ buy and sell his brethren and 
sisters in the Church—who riots on the 
unrequited labor of his fellow men? If 
we understand the language quoted, he 
assumes that such a course is compatible 
' with genuine conversion. If so, how is 
it that according to his own showing the 
‘legitimate workings of the religion of 
Jesus Christ’’ has a tendency to emanci- 
pation? As examples of the influence of 
the Gospel on the institution, he cites us 
to ‘‘Alexander Campbell and Barton W. 
Stone,” who, he says, “ yielding to that 
preference which the Bible gives freedom 
over slavery,” emancipated all their slaves. 
If slavery and liberty are both in accord- 
ance with the teachings of the Bible, how 
can it give its ‘‘ preference” to one over 
the other? Is it so in any other case? 
If the relation of master and slave is as 
much a Bible relation as that of parent 
and child, or husband and wife, how 
could the “legitimate workings”’ of the 
Gospel induce “* Alexander Campbell and 
B. W. Stone” to absolve themselves from 
that relation? Has the Gospel had that 
effect on them, in regard to the other re- 
lations mentioned? Did either of them 
abrogate the marriage contract, or seek to 
relieve themselves from the relation of 
parents towards their children? If the 
‘* legitimate workings of the religion of 


\cases will, for a moment, ex 


Jesus Christ” will operate against one 


Bible institution, we know not how soon 
itmay overthrow others. If it led ‘‘Alex-- 
ander Campbell and B. W. Stone” to 
turn abolitionists and practically give 
their influence against slavery, may not 
the same ‘legitimate workings” lead 
Bro. Campbell and even Bro. Franklin 
himself to ignore the marriage relation, 
and advocate the doctrine of modern ‘‘free-" 
loveism,’’ or at least Mormon polygamy ? 
Having extended our review to a great- 
er length than we intended, we are com- 
pelled to reserve our concluding remarks 


for another number. J. B. 
College Etiquette and the Faculty of 
the N. W. C. University. 


Tux Faculty of Bethany College have 
received a communication from the 
Faculty of the North-Western Chris- 
tian University of Indiana, in reference 
to our course in dismissing certain in- 
subordinate and lawless students, some- 
time in the month of November last, 
and to their course in receiving them 
into their University. This document 
is sent us for publication in the Har- 
binger; but of course, no one at all 
acquainted with the proprieties of such 
us to 
enter into any public discussion with 
the Faculty of the North-Western Chris- 
tian University upon either the merits 
of our decision or the demerits of their 
disrespect of it.* The judges of our 
courts, and the executive oflicers of the 
land, would be sorely harassed, were 
they compelled to enter into newspaper 
discussion on all their decisions or acts 
that did not happen to please every 
body. . It is not expected of them, nor 
will it be of us. 

When those young men, under the 
wicked spirit of a politico-religious 
fanaticism, and a puerile itching for 
even infamous notoriety, had falsely, 


* Another communication, from one of the teachers 
of the Hiram Institute, Ohio, has also been laid be. 
fore the Faculty, which they must also decline to 
notice further, and for similar reasons of propriety. 
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recklessly, and slanderously represented 
the Faculty and students of Bethany 
College, and the church and citizens of 
Bethany, as not only beyond the pale 
of Christian fellowship, and unfit for 
their own righteous companionship, 
but deserving even of a public notice 
of defamation in the columns of politi- 
cal newspapers, circulating over the 
world, and known to be hostile to the 
cause of Reformation in which we are 
engaged, and with which our good 
name is so mach involved, it was deem- 
ed due to the many good and true men 
and women, whose hearts would bleed 
at such an outrage, to state briefly and 
dispassionately the facts of the case, 
and the grounds of the Faculty’s action. 
This was done in an article published 
in the January number of the Harbin- 
ger, with some further strictures, which 
the President deemed necessary, in the 
February number. These were given 
as a token of our respect to public 
opinion, and in satisfaction of the feel- 
ings of many brethren, who did not 
wish to hear us slandered, without be- 
ing furnished with the facts necessary 
for our defence. 

In face of all these facts, and regard- 
less of the established etiquette and 
of Colleges, the North-West- 
ern Christian University has received, 
and still retains among her students, 
several of these dismissed students. 
These are the facts, and let both Col- 
leges be judged by them. We are con- 
tent to abide the consequences of doing 
our duty, let them be what they may. 

But strange as it may seem, the Fac- 
ulty of the N. W. Christian University 
have at last concluded, some four or 
five months after the fact, to comsider 
the propriety of their conrse, and as a 
first preliminary step, demand of us 
the grounds of our decision. Wemight 
well raise a question of jurisdiction, 
and ask, Who constituted them our 
judges? But the grounds of our deci- 
sion have already been published, and 


they have seen them. e have, there- 


fore, nothing more to say on that sub- 


ject. 


With regard to the many misrepre- 
sentations of our course which have 
appeared in the public press from ya- 
rious quarters, we will say, we have 
no disposition to go out of our way to 
enlighten the wilfully and the wickedly 
blind. The case were hopeless, for the 
blindest of the blind are those that will 
not see. When men are determined, 
for their own ends, to injure us, they 
will charge upon us motives such as 
suit their purposes, let us deny them 
ever so explicitly and honestly. We 
have had to complain of this injustice 
frequently. in the opposing clergy, who 
knew better, in reference to the charge 
of Unitarianism; and now there seems 
to be a similar spirit at work amongst 
some who ought to be our friends, in 
raising another issue. They seem de- 
termined, if possible, to make a little 
capital out of our trouble, and, there- 
fore, regardless of all the facts in the 
case, persist in representing us as dis- 
missing * those young men because 
they were abolitionists. We cannot 
vom them see or believe that we would 
have dismissed them for similar con- 
duct, no matter what their religion, 
politics, or geography had been. But 
if they cannot see our motives, we can 
see theirs, and we do not intend to 
enter into the discussion of issues raised 
to cover disgracefal conduct, and to 
give countenance, and even applause, 
to proceedings that will not bear to 
be seen in their real ugliness and de- 
formity. 

In reference tc the communication’ 
from the Faculty of the N. W. Chris- 
tian University, we deem it our duty 
to say one word further. We do not 
think it proper to pass unnoticed and 


* Wecannot but feel astonished that any one should 
think, that because students succeed in getting away 
from College before sentence of dismission is announ - 
ced against them, that therefore, the anthority*of the 
College over them ceases. No man can throw off his 
obligations by ranning away from them,’ He 


adds the sin of running away to the rest, . 
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unrebuked, insinuations against a t 
and good man, calculated to pion 
influence, and to throw upon his life, 
while yet in mature and useful vigor, 
the imputation of imbecile old age. It 
looks like a disposition to get him out 
of the way before his course has been 
fully run. The Faculty of the N. W. 
Christian University close their com- 
munication to the Faculty of Bethany 
College, with the following patronizing 
and hopeful sentiments : 


Wecan appreciate, to some d 

the labors of its [Bethany College] Pre. 
sident, and we truly sympathize with 
him in the great purpose of those la- 
bors. We believe he has made an im- 
ion u the world, which the 
trembling hand of will not have 


may avail, to some extent, to dim and 
mar its beauty.” 


We have never but once before, seen 
offered to our venerable President so 
reckless an ou upon the respects 
of polite intercourse, as is this. The 
rebuke which the general sentiment 
of our. brotherhood gave to that, we 
thought would be enough. But we 
were mistaken. The insinuation, cruel 
and rude beyond apology, if it were 
true; injurious and—we will not say 
what else, as it is dless and false, 
is again made, and in this case, as in 
the other, by young men whose own 

minds had been fed from the fountain 
they revile, and from which even their 
fathers still reverently and gratefully 
draw encouragement and strength. Zwo 
of the three, who compose the Faculty 
of the N. W. Christian University, 
were, but a few years ago, students of 
Bethany College. One of them was 
here several sessions, and left a re- 
spected and honored graduate. The 
other was here a single session, and 
certainly had many reasons to revere 

a the President, which we could not have 
iam believed a couple of years could so en- 

mim  tirely obliterate. We leave the motive 
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understand, much less to 


strength enough to deepen, although it 


from which such wantonness proceeds, 
for the judgment of sober and honor- 
able men, and to the quiet reproof of 
the consciences of those who have ut- 
tered it. A few years will teach them 
that it is not comely in young men, 
inexperienced and comparatively un- 
known, aspiring to be teachers in Uni- 
versities, and models for the you h of 
our land, to become public ¥evilers of 
paragingly of one whose labors or 
whose sae they are scarcely able to 
equal. The 
brotherhood have not come to that de- 
that God hath given children to 


their inces, and babes to rule over 
them. Nor will they submit to have 


the youth behave himself proudly be- 
fore the ancient, and dishonor the hand 
that has nourished him. 

As for the President of Bethany Col- 
lege, let his deeds endorse him. The 
world is witness every day, that in him 
is fulfilled the lous promise s0 
beautifully expressed by the Psalmist: 

“ The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree : 

He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 
Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

They shall bring forth fruit in old age : 

They shall be full of sap and flourishing ; 


To show that the Lord, my rock, is upright ; 
And that there is no unrighteousness in him.” 


Long may his years be spared 
prove his revilers, and to withstand 
those whose selfish and ambitious ends 
would wish him removed even while 
he liveth. 

By oRDER OF THE F AcULTY. 

March 4th, 1856. 


April No. of the Millennial Harbinger. 
The subjoined is the one alluded to, 
and is from the Faculty of the North- 
Western Christian University. As 
our object is to keep our readers ad- 
vised of the facts as they transpire, we 
publish both without any note or com- 
ment. J. B. 


to re- 


The foregoing we copy from the 
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N. W. C. University. 


In an article published in the Feb- 
ruary No. of the Millennial Harbinger, 
the President of Bethany College ene | 
es the N. W. Christian University wi 
want of courtesy toward Bethany Col- 
lege, and also charges that the course 
pursued by the N. W. Christian Uni- 
versity tends to break down college 
discipline, and imperil the good m 
of society. 

In its inception and progress the N. 
W. Christian University seems not to 
have been favorably regarded by the 
worthy President of Bethany College, 
and hence, perhaps it ought not to an- 
ticipate less than what has already 
fallen to its lot. It would have been 
more consonant with our feclings and 
vio ws of propriety to have given a pri- 
vate statement of our views and inten- 
tions to the a: of Bethan sr 
lege, respecting the matters complain 
of and nas have avoided, far as 
possible, all complication in a matter 
s0 unpleasant to all interested in the 
success of our Colleges. Nothing but 
the desire of vindicating our course, 
and of justifying-ourselves to the pub- 
lic in respect to the charges, so. vio- 
lently urged, could induce us to make 
any publie statement on the subject. 

ist. We are charged with want of 
courtesy towards Bethany College. 

The circumstances upon which this 
charge is based are simply these: Some 
young men (not boys) students of Beth- 
any College, at the commencement of 
its present collegiate year, become dis- 
satisfied and determined to leave it, 
and this they did in November last. 

Subsequently three or four of these 

oung men were received as students 
into the N. W. Christian University. 

We were then advised, and still think 
that they left Bethany College volun- 
tarily, under no decree of dismission, 
and that no charge of immoral or un- 
christian conduct was pending against 
them. 

Some reasons were indeed given, 


why they were indisposed to remain 
longer at Bethany College. These may 
have been and valid reasons, or 
they may have been otherwise, and we 
have only to say, that we do not regard 
them as legitimate subjects for our in- 
vestigation, except so far as it may be 
necessary to guard us against immoral 
and vicious young men. 

While we desire to act with all cour- 
tesy toward Bethany College, and its 
respected President, still we do think 
that such desire does not absolve us 
from the duty of acting just/y, and that 
the latter must have precedence over 
the former, if by any chance they be- 
come incompatible. Should Bethany 
College decree that freedom of speech, 
the rights of conscience, or any other 
natural right may be justly invaded, 
our acquiescence could scarcely be ex- 
pected, and our courteous concurrence 
scarcely approved of by any right think- 
ing person. 
limit to all courtesy, otherwise justice 
and right may iy from among men. 
We have aimed to act with justice in 
the case referred to, and if it. should 
appear by any new array of facts, that 
we have acted with real discourtesy 
toward Bethany College, we are dis- 
posed to make all needful reparation 
that is possible. 

2d. It is also alleged that our course 
tends to break down college govern- 
ment, and to jeopardize the good of 
society. 

It is far from the intention of this 
Institution to impair either, but its 
most anxious desire is to conserve and 
promote both. However, in carrying 
out its views and aims, ““we must ask— 
what we accord to all—the right to 
choose our own course.” | 

It is quite possible that our views of 
college government in its limitations 
and restrictions, may differ somewhat 
from those entertained at Bethany Col- 
lege; still we recognize the laws of 
comity, obtained among colleges, as 
binding upon us, in order to promote 


encethere must besome . 


4 
4 
4 
tay 
ay, 
vat 
ae 
d 
. 
| 
4 
hid 
4 
© 
> 
é 


— 


Sr. 


- 
- 


on mtr. 


\ 
* 


i a 


~ 


366 


Curistian MAGAziIne. 


good, healthful, college discipline. At 
the same time it is to be hoped that no 
exactions in the enforcement of disci- 
pline will be made of the N. W. Chris- 
tian University that are unusual, or 
that are not sanctioned by propriety 
and justice. Claiming to be coordi- 
nate with all and subordinate to no 
other institution of learning, we deem 
it our right, and in some cases our duty, 
to inquire into the causes of dismission 
from other colleges, that we may give 
the full force of our support to what 
we deem just and right. Nor is it our 
intention to endanger in any way the 
good morals of society. Here we have 
no asylum for immoral and vicious 
young men, nor do we intend to retain 
such under our charge or discipline. 
It is also further alleged that we 
have knowingly and willingly received 
young men dismissed for immoral and 
unchristian conduct. This grave charge 
has certainly been made with very im- 
perfect knowledge of the facts in the 
case. In the first place, we had no 
definite information respecting the dis- 
mission of any young men from Beth- 
any College, until apprised of it by the 
Jan o. of the Harbinger, about 


- two months after the dismission took 


place. 

In the next place, the young men 
who were received into the N. W. 
Christian University, were not aware 
at the time of their reception that the 
had been dismissed from Bethany Col- 
lege. And moreover, it was not be- 
lieved by us that the Faculty of Beth- 
any College would dismiss young men 
from college for participating in the 
discussion of @ question which was 
freely discussed on both sides in the 
presence of the Faculty, and without 
any expression of their disapprobation. 
Hence we have not knowingly and 
willingly received students dismissed 


from Bethany College. Ac 
But it is er alleged that these 
are immoral yo men. Some of 


them have been long and favorably 


known in Indiana, and hitherto have 
sustained irreproachable christian char- 
acters ; but if during their brief stay at 
Bethany they have me corrupt, it 
is important that we should know it, 
and though we might deeply lament 
their fall, we think there is in us no 
disposition to spare them. We there- 
fore desire such specifications and proofs 
of immoral and unchristian conduct 
may be furnished us, in such @ manner 
as is most fitting and convenient. 

In this communication we have sought 
no controversy with Bethany College, 
believing it would redound neither to 
the glory of God, or profit of men. 

ecun appreciate in some degree 
the labors of its President, and we truly 
sympathize with him in the great pur- 
pose of those labors. | 
We believe he has made an impres- 
sion on the world which the trembling 
hand of age will not have strength to 
deepen, although it may avail to some 
extent to dim and mar its beauty. 

By order of the Faculty of the N. W. 

Christian University. 
April 26,1856. =” 


The Oppression of the Poor. 


We shall speak to our readers on 
this subject tert-wise, and shall appeal 
to many of God’s Word for 
illustration. The treatment ofthe poor 
and the oppressed is the thing that God 
looks at in a nation; and history as 
well as God’s Word shows that it is 
the thing by which, more than a 
other, the fate of nations is determin 
The text we assume for illustration is 
that very striking one in the book of 
Proverbs, 29: 14—The king that faith- 
fully judgeth the poor, his throne s 

established for ever. | 

A great governmental principle is 
here enunciated, and being so inti- 
mately connected with the prosperity 
and perpetuity of nations, it might 
have to attract the no- 
tice, not only of kings and rulers, but 
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of political economists, whereas it has 
been treated with most absolute neg- 
lect. At the beginnings of kingdoms, 
states, and national policies, had this 
principle been set in the ruling place 
where God has placed it, uninterrupted 


and eternal prosperity would have re- 


sulted. Ata much later period, when 
the habits of nations, like those of in- 
dividuals, become fixed, and pauper- 
ism becomes an integral element of the 
national existence, the Ethiopian may 
change his skin and the leopard his 
spots, sooner than its great depths can 
be sounded, or its evils cured. It be- 
comes, after long*neglect and growth, 
a frightful compound of vice and misery, 
a festering heap of the materials of ig- 
norance, anarchy, immorality, wretch- 
edness, and revolution. It is a circu- 
lation of elements in the lower regions 
of society as bad, in a moral and politi- 
cal view, as it would be in a physical 
and sanitary, if the contents of the 
sewerage of a whole city, instead of 
emptying into the sea, were returned 
by iron arteries, to be absorbed in. the 
cellars and diffused in the ventilation 
of our houses. 

The subject in the text is the pros- 
perity of a nation by its care of the 
poor; or, in another shape, the evils 
of pauperism, and the only mode of 
their prevention, management or cure. 
We shall, first, historically illustrate 
the text from the Word of God; sec- 
ond, show what provision is appointed 
in that Word; third, some of the causes 
of pauperism, as developed there ; and, 
fourth, in what way, at what time, and 
with what concomitants the Gospel is 
to be applied as the only remedy. 

The state of a nation where the poor 
are justly judged and provided for, we 
need hardly say, is a state of freedom. 
Liberty is dear to that nation, and all 
the people enjoy it as their birthright, 
and it is the care of their government 
to secure them in it. In the Word of 
God the. oppressed and the are 
classed together, and all the world over 


oppression is a great cause of poverty. 
Slavery itself, the intensest form of op- 
pression, is the poverty of many for 
the riches of a few; but that kingdom 
is best governed and happiest where 
the many, and not the few, enjoy the 
freedom and the privileges of society, 
and enjoy them in as perfect an equality 
as the different degrees of virtue and 
ability will permit. Now, although,it 
is not said in the text that a nation 
that oppresses its poor, or does not 
faithfully judge them, shall not at any 
time prosper, but, on the con , in 
the Word. of God it is admitted that for 
a season, even by means of oppression, 
there may be great apparent power, 
luxury, and riches, yet God demon- 
strates to us that the end thereof is 
death, and that such a nation is on the 
high road to perdition. 

And the first and most striking ex- 
ample in all the world is given in the 
history of his own people, the nation 
of the Jews. ‘Shall { not visit for 
these things, saith the Lord, and shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a na- 
tion as this, whose le are waxen 
rich by unrighteousness? They judge 
not the cause of the fatherless, yet they 
prosper, and the right of the needy do 
they not judge. Cry aloud, spare not, 
lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
show my people their transgression, 
and the house of Jacob their sin. Be- 
cause ye trust in oppression and 
verseness, this iniguity shall be your 
ruin. Wo unto them that decree un- 
righteous decrees, and that write griev- 
ousness which they have prescribed, to 
turn aside the needy from judgment, 
and to take away the right of the poor 
of my people. Butif ye loose the bands 
of wickedness, undo the heavy burden, 
let the oppressed g° free, and break 
every yoke; if ye deal your bread. to 
the hungry, bring the poor to thy honse 
that are cast out, cover the naked, draw 
out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy — 
the afflicted soul, then the Lord shall 


guide thee continually, and satisfy thy 
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soul, and make thy very darkness as 
the noonday. If ye thoroughly amend 
your ways and your doings, if ye thor- 
oughly execute judgment between a 
man and his ie. hbor, if ye oppress 
not the stran fatherless and the 
widow, I wil La you to dwell in 
this place. But if not, I will cast you 
out of my sight, and your land shall be 
desolate.” 
Now, for an illustration of these pas- 
, and of our text, the most pointed 
tremendous that can well be con- 
ceived, we have but to take the 22d 


and 34th chapters of the prophecy of 


Jeremiah and compare them with the 

event, in the outpouring of the wrath 

of God upon the land and the people, 
in consequence of the very sin of o 

oe which it was foretold wo 

an overwhelming ruin upon them. 

We have not the full “historical detail 

of the final rapid progress and consum- 

mation of this iniquity, though we have 


of the almost instantaneous descent of 


the thunderbolt of God’s wrath on ac- 
count of it. They became so in love 
with power, and of such insatiable 
avarice in the desire of turning their 
men-servants and maid-servants into 
slaves and articles of pro progeny whom 
they could hold at their pleasure, and 
- exact their service without hire, that 
they combined to introduce and estab- 
lish, in place of the system of freedom 
and paid labor which God had ap- 
” inted the system of slavery which 

had forbidden. They concocted and 
completed this enormous crime under 
the sight and guidance of Zedekiah, 
the last king of Judah; and they had 


no sooner done it than the sentence of. 


God’s Wrath followed, from which there 
was no reprieve, and in only three 
years’ time Jerusalem was burned with 
fire, and. the whole people were swept 


into Captivity, or destroyed with sword | agai 


and famine, and God made the cities 
of Judah a. ‘desolation ‘without an in- 
habitant.. “Thus saith the Lord, Ye 
have not hearkened unto me, in pro- 


claiming liberty, every one to his broth- 
er, and every man to his neighbor; 
behold I proclaim a iiberty for you, 
saith the , to the sword, to the 
pestilence, and to the famine; ; and I 
will make you to be removed into all 
the kingdoms of the earth.” 

It throws a solemn light of additional 
warning upon this transaction, to com- 
pare with this chapter of Jeremiah the 
contemporary prophecy of Ezekiel, in 
the 22d chapter of that prophet. ‘As 
men gather silver, brass, iron, lead, and 
tin into the midst of the furnace to 
blow fire upon it to melt it, so God in- 
formed Ezekiel that he was now gather- 
ing the whole house of Israel, that had 
become dross—priests, princes, 
ets, and people—in the midst of Jeru- 
salem, to pour out his fury upon them, 
and melt as refuse metals in the 
midst of the fire. The indictment of 
their wickedness in this chapter was 
issued just three years before the pre- 
diction of Jeremiah in the 34th chap- 
ter of his pro prophecy, and closes with 
these words: ** The people of the land 
have used oppression, and exercised 
robbery, and have vexed the poor and 
needy ; yea, they have oppressed the 
stranger wrongfully. And I sought 
for a man among them that should 
make up the hedge (see also Jer. 5: 1), 
and stand in the before me for the 
land that I should not destroy it, but I 
found none. cor pease have I poured 
out mine indi on upon them, I have 
consumed them with the fire of my 
wrath ; their own way have I recom- 
pensed upon their , saith the Lord 


Almost at the same moment, and in 

view of the very same predicted event, 

though residing at so wide a distance 
from each other, these two prophets 
were charged with God’s denunciation 
nst the same sin of oppression, as 
the one climacteric occasion and cause 
of the destruction of the nation. God 
refers the people back to the first cove- 
nant of freedom, abolishing and forbid- 
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ding slavery forever; and. the viola- 


tion of that covenant, in the attempt to 


establish the forbidden sin, is distinctly, 
and with sublime and awful emphasis, 


marked by Jehovah, as his one final, 


conclusive reason ‘for giving over the 


nation into the hands of their enemies, 
and sweeping the whole community 


into bondage. It would not be pos- 
sible to transmit in historic form a 


more tremendous” reprobation of the 


sin of slavery, and of slavery as a sin. 
From Ezekiel 22'and Jeremiah 34, this 


‘lesson stands ont, as the one grand les- 
son of God’s vengeance in the cap- 


tivity.—/ndependent. 


Elder B. Franklin and Slavery.—No. 3. 

Brerore passing to the concluding 
paragraph of Bro. Franklin’s article, 
we wish again to-call the attention of. 
our readers to. one sentence contained 
in the last ‘quotation we made from it, 
in a previous number. He says, “In 
this way, the peaceable, orderly, and. 
legitimate workings of the religion of 
Jesus Christ, has degally emancipated 


more slaves in these United States four- | 
fold, than all the illegal and unscrip- 
tural stealing and running off of slaves 


by means of all the facilities of the un- 
derground railroad, which it is said is 
doing a heavy business.” 

This we consider by far the most re- 
markable sentence in that very labored 
article of our friend, on the slavery | 
We have already. shown, 
that the admissions contained in it, that 


the legitimate fruits of the gospelowas 


the emancipation of the slave, was 


-suicidal to-all his previous efforts to 


justify, or even apologize for. slavery. 
The very fact that. the ‘ legitimate 


workings ” of the gospel is toward the 


denee that itis. not an institution which 


the Bible reeognises,as compatible with 
its genius and spirit. The ‘‘legitimage 
workings” of the~Christian religion 
never abolished any thing that was 
good, and we call on our brother to 
reconcile the two. horns of the dilemma 
on which he stands. . If slavery isa 
good and desirable institution, and.one 
that should be pérpetuated, how does 
it happen that the ‘legitimate work- 
ings ” of the gospel is carrying on such 
a wholesale business in the work of 
emancipation. But-if it is contrary to 
the spirit of the gospel, and doomed to 
decrease just:in the ratio in which the 
religion of Jesus Christ increases, why © 
does he try to justify it, and throw. all 
the weight of his influence against every 
effort being made to-awaken the slave 
holder to a sense of his awful condition 
whilst living in the continued commis- 
sion of the great sin of oppression... 
There is a mistake here into which 
our brother has .fallen.. He assumes 
that it is the business of those con- 
nected with the ‘underground rail- 
road,’’ to steal their passengets before 
they are carried north. Nothingeould — 
be wider of the mark than this. » Like 
all other railroad companies, its busi- 
neas is simply to carry passengers as 
rapidly and as comfortably from one 
terminus of the road to the other, at as_ 
low figures as. possible. In behalf. of 
the stockholders, we call upon our 
brother for his statistics in proof ofthe — 
assertion which, he so. unqualifiedly 
makes, that the ‘‘ legitimate workings.” 
of the gospel was emancipating more 
than the underground railroad  four- 
fold. Is he posted in the affairs of the 


abolition of slavery, is conclusive evi- 


24 


road? Can it be possible that with all 
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his seeming love for slavery, that it 
will turn out that he is a stockholder 
or perchance a director in this invisible 
road? If not, how can he so positively 
and so definitely state that the “‘ legiti- 
mate workings ” of the gospel is four- 
fold greater than the workings of the 
road. Oan it be that the data he has 
upon which to base his calculations, is 
the vague statement at the close of his 
sentence, *‘ it is said it is doing a heavy 
business.”’ If any of our readers, or 
even the editor of the ‘“‘ Review” him- 
self, can tell how many four times “‘a 
heavy business” is, they can form some 
idea as to the “legitimate workings ” 
of the gospel in the great work of eman- 
cipation. We confess our arithmetic 
is sq,much at fault, we are not able to 
solve the problem. 

Again, we call upon our brother to 
substantiate his charge that the busi- 
ness of carrying the fugitive slave to a 
land of freedom is wnscriptaral. A 
large number of those engaged in the 
business are professed Christians, and 
believers in that Bible upon which he 


sage, cither in the Old or New Testa- 
ment, that forbids the exercise of love 
to our neighbor, or to render a helping 
hand to the poor and the needy, the 
downcast or the oppressed. 

The following is the conclading par- 
agraph of this most singular produc- 
ti0n : 

“In conclusion, we remark, to all whom it may 
concern, that if the evils resulting from slavery, as a 
system, or institution, were worse than the most hor- 
rific picture ever drawn by the most overheated anti- 
slavery man, or worse than they really are, Christi- 
anity is no more chargeable with them, than it is for 
the oppression of the poor in Cincinnati, Philadelphia, 
or New York—for it is @ worldly and human insti- 
tution, not founded by the Author of Christianity. It 
is no result or emanation from Christianity, but stands 
apon the same footing as the civil governments of the 
world when Christianity came into it. If men who 
have slaves abuse them, Christianity is not responsible 
for that neither—for it, with all the weight of its au- 
yom f forbids such abuse; and such men, if in the 
eburch, are accountable to the church, and to the Lo-d, 
for their individus] conduct. Christianity hes bet- 
tered the condition of all, both bond and free, in all 
countries, and in all ages, wherever it has gone, pre- 
paring all for a better world, when they shall pass 

yond the imperfect civil institutions of this life In 
one word, having been born, brought up, and having 
lived in a free State, without ever having any interest 
‘tn a slave, aud intending never to have any, we have 
no comutission from Jesus Christ to the civil 
institutions of slave States, whether or bad, much 
less, authority for making the eb of God a politi- 
cal engine for such a We are not amenable 
for their institutions, nor their consequences, either 
as citizens or Christians.” 


Failing to satisfy even himself, in 
his attempt to justify his slaveholding 
‘brethren in their relation to this un- 
christian institution, our brother endea- 
vors to rid himself of the difficulty, by 
assuming that Christianity is not re- 
sponsible for slavery, be its evils ever 
so great. He says, “ Christianity is 
no more chargeable with them (the evils 


so “*squarely”’ stands. They confi- 
dently believe that the whole scheme 
in which they are engaged, is the “‘le- 
gitimate workings ” of that gospel they 
have professed. If they are wrong, 
they ought to know it. But they re- 
quire something more than the mere 
assertions even of the editor of the 
“Review.”? Come along, then, Bro, 
Franklin, with your scriptural proof of | of slavery), than it is for the oppression 

the “‘unscriptural ” course of those en- | of the poor in Cincinnati, Philadelphia, 
gaged in this business. Undera former jor New York.” Nowif by Christianity 
dispensation it was said, “ Thon shalt | he means the visible church—the men 
“not deliver unto his master the servant|and women now living who profess 
which is escaped from his master unto | faith in Christ Jesus, and are members 
thee,”” but we have never seen the pas- ‘of the different congregations which in 
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premises are false, and his conclusions 
must necessarily be erroneous. We 
cannot see that he can mean any thing 
else, for to speak of Christianity in the 
abstract in this connection would be to 
use a sophism, of which we trust he 
would scorn to be guilty. 

The church of Christ is responsible 
for all the wickedness practised either 
_ by its own members, or the world, at 
which it connives. Is not the Roman 
Catholic church “chargeable’’ with 
the idolatry, superstition, and gross 
immoralities of her members, which 
are cherished by every means in her 
power? Does not onr brother hold his 
sectarian neighbors accountable for all 
those unscriptural appliances, and sin- 
ful conformity to the world, which he 
sees, or fancies he sees, in their church 
arrangements? Let the history of his 
ministerial labors answer. So with us 
as the disciples of Christ, just in pro- 
portion as we fraternize with slave- 
holders, or in any way give counte- 
nance to the institution of slavery, are 
we “chargeable” with its crimes and 
enormities. Suppose our brother should 
go on a mission to Utah, and should 
succeed in proselyting a number of the 
‘* patriarchal” polygamists of that Ter- 
ritory, and should organize them into 
@ congregation, and fail to remonstrate 
against their former course or expose 
the wickedness of their practice; sup- 
pose he should spend ai/ his time in 
preaching to them “first principles ”’ 
and “fighting the sects,” and never 
intimate that polygamy was contrary 
to that Bible upon which he stands 
‘square would he not be ‘“‘ charge- 
able” with the crimes of polygamy? 


the aggregate compose the church, his;And suppose the whole brotherhood 


composing the disciples of Christ shou'd — 
continue to fraternize with him and his 
adulterous congregation, and take no 


‘measures to enlighten their minds on 


the subject, or reform their lives in the 


practice of so great iniquity; would 
not the whole body be ‘* chargeable ” 
with the sin of polygamy? Precisely 


similar is the relation of the church to 
slavery. Our brother and hundreds of 
others, of our esteemed evangelists, go 
among the slaveholders, preach to them, 
baptize them, receive them into the 
church, and in a word dwéld of 
such materials without ever saying a 
word against the sin of slavery, or tak- 
ing any steps for the abolition of even 
its acknowledged abuses. 

Our periodicals are as silent as the 
grave on the subject, or when men- 
tioned at all, it is apologised for, or 
defended. Slaveholders of every grade 
down to the woman-whipping preacher, 
are held in full fellowship. And to 
cap the climax, brethren who dare to 
speak or write against this ‘‘ hydra- 
headed monster,” are denounced as 
‘discord makers,’’ and ranked with 
infidels and heretics. 

He says the Chureh is no more 
“chargeable”? for slavery, than for 


| the oppression of the poor in our north- 


ern cities. He might with as much 
propriety have instituted an inquiry as 
to the comparative crime of becoming 
intoxicated on French brandy or lager 
beer! Christianity, or those who pro- 
fess to be its standard bearers, are 
chargeable for oppression, both North 
and South, as far as it is connived at, 
and they fail to remonstrate against it. 
Just in proportion as the brotherhood 
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gives to extravagance and 
-worldly display, either in ‘individual 
‘members or in’ congregations, or’ as 
they fail to practise that brotherly love 
‘and tniversal: philanthropy enjoined 
upon them by the word of inspiration ; 
just ‘as: theyifail to “visit the widow 
‘and the ‘fatherless in their afflictions 
and; as congregations, to ‘‘do good to 
‘all men; and especially to’ those who 


‘are of the household of faith,” are they 


“Schargeable”’ with the oppression 
-of the poor in Cincinnati, Philadelphia, 
and New York,’ and every where else 


where’ there is a congregation of dis- 


‘Our brother says he has never had 
-and never intends to have any interest 
in a slave! 
‘hear’such a declaration fromthe pen 
‘of a distinguished preaeher. Jesns 


“Christ had an interest for all mankind, 


black, white,’ and red. He died, for 
‘them all, both: bond and free, and all 


‘his followers should have an interest in 
them. 
‘interest in every slave that groans be- 


Bro. Franklin should have an 


‘neath the lash of the cruel and ava- 
‘yicions taskmaster. 
an interest in their emancipation, an 
“Interest in their education, an interest 
“fn their elevation, and above all an in- 
“terest in their conversion to Christi- 
anity. “Perhaps he means that he has 
“never had any pecuniary interest in a 
‘slave! This we doubt not is true in 
“the “‘abstract,’” but if he has no direct 
“jhterest in a slave, is it not possible 
that an indirect interest in slavehold- 
‘ing’ patronage, has had a tendency to 
“blunt his pen and’ silence his tongue, 
which étherwise might have heen 80 


We exceedingly regret to. 


‘He should have 


| 


effectually wielded this erying 
sin of our country. 

“Our brother concludes by disclaint. 
ing any authority to make the cburch 
a political engine, ard denies his amen- 
ability for political institutions, or their 
consequences, “either as a citizen or 
Christian.”” -We often hear of persons 
taking “high ground,” but for a 
preacher of the gospel to avow himself 


“ not amenable”? “6 either as a citizen - 


or Christian,” seems to us to be about 
the Jowest he could occupy. 
We have not so learned Christ. Our 
conception of Christian responsibility 
is, that every member of the church is 
accountable to God and to the brother- 
hood, and to the world, for all his 
actions—for every thing that he says 
or does. Christianity is designed to 


‘take away the selfishness of our de- 


praved ‘natures, and to make us love 
our race—to make us public benefac- 
tors. The follower of Christ should 
labor for the bettering of the condition 
of mankind in every conceivable way, 
and should feel that as far as their influ- 
ence extends, they are ‘‘amenable”’ both 
as citizens and Christians.” 


We are aware that our brother is not 
alone in his attempt to divorce the re- 
ligious character of church members 
from their political characters—he has 
‘high precedent for it; but with all due 
deference for great names, we bég 
leave to protest against such a afattiie. 
tion. When a man js converted to 

Christ, his new principles should be 
Fadatlifested in every department of his 
transactions. To be of any avail in 
the great day of eternity, his religion 


| must have a sanctifying, and ennobling, 
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and elevating, upon his} 
life. It must make him feel that he is 


the “salt of the earth,” “the light of| 
the world,” and that-the last hope of 


a fallen, is in the jchurch.-of 
the living God, of which he is a mem- 
ber. He must feel that in ‘every view 
of the subject, he is’ responsible and 
‘Camenablé” in a-much higher sense 
than he was before he persis a disci- 
ple of Christ, 

‘Th conclusion, may we not that |: 
the time is not ‘far distant when 
brother, and many more, will on this | 
great subject see with us ‘Seye:to eye’’ 
And that the “ legitimate: workings ’’ 
of that gospel he has professed, ‘will 
eall forth in behalf of three millions of 
his fellow mortals now groaning and 
writhing under the withering blight. of 
slavery, his acknowledged talents and 
his extended influence? sg. 


‘ 


A Sermon for the Times. 
THREE PARTS. —PART 


_ Having called the reader’s attention, 
in part ist, to the, character deserrbed 
in our text, and to the applicability 
thereof to. men -of our own times, we 
proceed, 

_ 2ndly, To notice the reasonableness 
and importance of the precept Lichuke 
him not,” and 

1, The man. stealer should: not: be 
rebuked, because his practice is not sin- 
ful. This has been partially shown, 
but that it maybe clear to the most su- 
perficial, we add a few re- 
marks; 
Abraham: was A slave holiles: 
We read that ‘he was “ich, His riches 
consisted of “‘eattle, silver, and gold.” 
In addition to this he had ‘‘sheep, oxen, 
he asses and. men-servants, maid-ser- 
vants, she-asses and camels.” 


thatthitee slaves are evideatly property, 
chattels personal.| The men-seryants’ 
are classed with sheep, oxen, and he’ 
assés, and the inaid-servants with she 
asses arid camels.) 

In: view of: this fact, folly for 
abolitionists to war against slavery, at 
the same time professing faith in the 
Bible. Away with such hypocrisy: 
Let them either admit the divine right 
of the masters, or deny the inspiration 
of the Bible: “No man can serve two 
masters.” 

That these servants were indeed chat- 
tels appears from the fact that they were 
‘©bought with money” and * born in 
‘the house” of Abraham. Here‘observe 
the similarity, if not identity, between 
Abrahamic and American. Christian 
slavery ; the child in both eases follows 
the condition of the mother. = © 

Notwithstanding this clear evidence 
of the divine right of Christian masters, 
and fer thus following the very letter 
of the Scriptures, how many of our 
brethren are fearfully ted by an 
infidel world. How true the saying 
of Christ: “‘In the world ye shall have 


| tribulation.” Let these persecuted ones, 


while holding on to this divine institu- . 
tion, be comforted by these words: 
‘* Blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil-against you, for my 
sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great will) be your reward ‘in eaven; 
when ye shall sit down in your father’s 
house, with all the illustrious of earth, 
with the ‘just made perfect,’ and es- 
pecially with, (as brother Shannon re- 
marks,) that ‘distinguished captain and 
slave holder,’ Abraham. Let patience 
have its. perfect work, that youmy 
entire, wanting nothing.” 

The reader may ask: Did God ap- 
probate .and ‘sanction slave-holding m 
the .patriarch? He certainly ‘did, as 
the preceding facts most clearly prove; 
but to remove all doubt, we wilkeall 


attention to the following incident’ re- 


Note |lated by Moses; 


| 
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not endure sound doctrine but after 
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_ Theslave nest of Sarah. 
given conenbine. 

(Is it allowable to follow this example 
of Abraham, and if not, why so? Will|all 
some brother answer.) And she 
bare him agen. This e her to be 


despised in the eyee of Sarah, and be- 
, She drove Hagar with 
wan- 


coming 
her infant son from home. 
dered in the wilderness, despairing of 
life. In her extremity an angel from 
the divine presence a uuto her. 
here before the 
ect nization of human govern- 
ment God ¢ did by his angels alle 
tles what he now does by the U.S. 


seems Now mark the mission of 


fil and i imagin- 
y””’ filled his mind. 


prate on the subj arene 

talked not of ‘‘liberty, equality, and 
fraternity.” He had not yet learned 
that “all men are born free-and equal,”’ 
&c. This was before the days of the 
infidel Jefferson and his atheistic com- 
. No, all these things are modern. 
utterance of teachers described 
the beloved Paul, where he says: ‘‘The 
time will come when they (the people) 


their own lust. Shall they heap to 
themselves teachers having itching 
ears, and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables.’’ Yes, these fine roman- 
tic sayings, which tickle the ears of 
the profane and uncircumcised, are fa- 
bles, wicked, deceptive fables, "and the 
sons of the Christian should loath and 
abhor them. They should be utterly 
banished from every civilized commu- 
nity. We need a censor of the press 

expurgate our manuscripts, to erase 
these hated and fables. We 


need a bridler of tongues, to stop these 
pernicious, sbominable, and 
polluting sa 


by | dom 


days of the i inquisition ! Let them come, 
and let this ancient, venerable, and pu- 
rifying institution extend its power over 
all this land. 
No, the angel said none of these 
. Listen to his direct and sim- 
ple utterance: ‘ , Sarah’s maid, 
(clave) whither wilt thou flee?” And 
she answered ; ‘‘I flee from the face of 
my mistress Sarah.” Now, mark the 
contrast between this angel and one of 
our modern reformers. Whilst the lat- 
ter would have said: “run,” ‘‘ assert 
your rights,” ‘‘ gain your liberty, ” &e., 
the former says : ‘‘ return.” —How 1 im- 
rative !—“ and submit thyself under 
er hand.” 
the angel of God, in returning the run- 
away to her Go 
a} Grom and do likewise.” 

This incident most clearly demon- 
t| strates, not only that Abraham was a 
slave-holder, but that he was such by 
the express sanction of God. Notwith- 
ne this; he was an illustrious 

He is styled the “friend of 
God. » It is said that in him “shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed.’’ 
He is spoken of as occupying the ‘“‘king- 
heaven.” Yea, heaven i 
is called “‘Abraham’s bosom.’”’ From 
all of which we infer that slave-holding 
is not sinful, and consequently slave- 


holders should not be rebuked. How 
a our text: Rebuke him 
not. 


is not sinful, is 
proved from the fact that God incorpo- 
rated domestic slavery in, and thus 
made it a part of the Jewish religion, 
the only religion on earth having the 
divine sanction. 

I will here beg leave to quote from 
our beloved brother Shannon already 
alluded to. In an address, delivered 
in Lexington, Mo. before a pro-slavery 
convention, July 12th, 1855, he says: 
“All who are informed on this subject 
(slavery) know that if the Bible sanc- 
tions anything, it sanctions slave-hold- 


stand, pulpit. “Oh for the| ing 


e says, “that very soon after 


Such was the of 
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the deluge, Jehovah, by a positive de- 
cree the of Ca- 
naan to the relation of bond-servants.”’ 
Again he declares, that ‘‘ when Jeho- 
vah had boa his chosen people out 


of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
ve them at Mount 


of He 
Sinai the Law of Ten Commandments, 
generally recognized throughout the 
civilized world as the Moral Law, and 
incorporated in its,provisions a distinct 
nition of the principle, (so arro- 
gantly denied by infidel abolitionists,) 
that man may rightfully hold property 
in man, Ex. 20,17. After quotin 
Ex. 21, 2, 2, and Lev. 25, 44, 46, whi 
the reader can consult, he says: *‘ In 
the light of these Scriptures, clear as a 
sunbeam, who will dare, who will em- 
iously dare, to give Jehovah the lie to 
fis face, and affirm that man cannot 
rightfully hold property in man-; that 
slavery is a moral wrong, and on a par 
with lying, theft, and murder. And 
finally he remarks: ‘‘If the Bible be 
true to denounce slavery, as being es- 
sentially criminal, is to blaspheme God 
by pronouncing sentence of condemna- 
tion on his statates.” 

It will be observed, that the above 
declarations concur with our text ; and 
hence must be according to the will of 
God. To affirm otherwise, is to inval- 
idate the whole ground-work of our ar- 

ments. 

I migbt, in harmony with the above, 
quote from many of our distinguished 
brethren ; but it is deemed superfluous. 
Enough has been said to convince the 
honest and reflecting, that chattel slav- 
eary is of God, so far, at least, as the 
Old Testament is concerned. Hence 
the reasonableness and importance of 
our text. 

3. oe at the Old Testa- 
ment, we will briefly scan the pages of 
the new, and see if we can here 
any condemnation of slave-holding,— 
an 

Ist, What saith Christ! We would 
‘xxpect to hear from his benevolent life 


condemnation of so foul a sin as slave- 
holding, if sin it be. But we look in 
vain. All is silent. Not a word of 
condemnation escaped his lips. He is 
found in harmony with Abraham and 
the Jewish religion. In place of con- 
demnation we find approbation. He 
alludes to the.relation of master and 
slave, Luke 17: 7,9. ‘* But which of 
you having a servant (slave) ploughing 
or feeding cattle, will say unto him, by 
and by when he is come home from the 
field: Go and sit down to meals. And 
will not rather say unto him: Make 
ready wherewith | may sup, and gird 
thyself and serve me, till 1 have eaten 
and drunken, and afterward thou shalt 
eat and drink.” Now mark: “ Doth 
he thank that servant because he did 
these things? I trow not.” Here we 
have the most unqualified approbation 
of Christ for the institution, and observe 
further: he justifies what is called by 
abolitionists hard treatment.” He 
shows what the apostle Paul means by 
the phrase ‘‘ just and equal.”’ 

Iw urge upon my ted 
brethren, who are contending for the 
peepee of slavery, and who stand 
in defence of the Seri against the 
attacks of “‘abolition higher law trai- 
tors and nullifiers,” (as our brother 
above quoted most justly terms the op- 
ponents of slavery,) to pay more atten- 
tion to this and kin passages in the 
Gospel bearing upon this sacred rela- 
tion. 


If Christ were 


again to visit our 


pressors, 
ing, selling, an ng 
for the market. Think of Christ in a 
slave market, in company with a good 
orthodox, ‘‘moral regenerator” re- 
ired thither to dispose of his surplus 
i nsities, or 
to Jerusalem, po 
other benighted land. Who can doubt 
but that the infinitely glorious and ever 


= 
earth, he would, no 
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blessed Redeemer of-men would give| These names do not sound like most of 
our modern names, which, as you know, 


his sanction to such-a scene. And then, 
if these stubborn hearted and rebellious | 
slaves should: abscond, the Lord of 


Hosts” stands ready to send forth his| 


angel, theapostle Paul, or the U. 8S. 
Marshal, for their inmediate retarn.— 
O temporat O mores!” 

2d. Incorielusion, we briefly note the 
apostolic jurisdiction over slavery; and 
here I need but refer to tlie passages in 
which the subject is mentioned. Read 
them, my brother; and you will find 
them in harmony with the entire Bible 
on this subject. You will find servant’ 
to be the spirit of all apostolic allusions 
to slavery. Our brother above quoted 
says: ‘* Neither Jesus Christ, nor any’ 
of his apostles, ever interfered with the 
institution of slavery, except.to rebuke 
abolitionism.’? . Again he declares, af- 
ter quoting 1'Tim. 6, 1, 5: “Then in- 
ceed is the broad seal of heaven’s re- 

robation stamped on the brazen fore-: 

ead of abolitionism.”’ In these re- 
markseve concur. They are in har- 
mony with our'text, ‘rebuke him not,’’ 
and f am happy to state, that most of 
our brethren, af least the thmking por- 
tion, take this ‘ground. For this un- 
animity ina cause, “let us thank 
God and take conrage.’’ 


Letters to Alexander Campbell.—No. 2. 
"My Brotner:. ‘We are again, in 
faney, on the banks of the Potomac.’ 
But 1 find that in our hasty flight"we 
had passéd farther over the scene I wish. 
to explore; than’ I had supposed. We 
will therefore’ take a boat and glide 
down the bay, and thence, as you are 
wéll aequdinted “with all that region, 
we will select such conveyance as you 
shall choose, to take us to the border 
of the dismal swamp: By the way, you 
have some strange names to the’projec- 
tions on your more southerly coast,Cape 
Hatteras, Cape Lookout, Cape Fear. 


are purely arbitrary—they sound like 
the old Hebrew names, as having a defi- 
nite meaning. I should imagine that 
those who gave names to them had ex- 

rienced dangerous times, in navigat- 


ing that coast; and I well recollect, in: 


the days of boyhood, that I used to read 
in'sechool books, that such coasts were 
often “visited by violent hurricanes.” 
You are aware that in those days even 
the most learned men spoke of hurri- 
canes as they did of pestilence ; and in- 
deed ali disease, as being perfectly 
anomalous, as a special visitation of 
divine displeasure. Even comets were 
regarded as special messengers from 
the skies, boding war and pestilence! 

But apropos of these tempests, I well 
remember, many years since, a news- 
paper account of a return-ship, ap- 


| proaching Norfolk; it had on board 


many precious lives; it was anxiously 
expected ; but as it comes in sight and 
is recognized, it encounters a tempest ! 
It bears onward bravely, till within a 


‘few furlongs of shore, and the fury of 


the tempest every moment increasing, 
they are thrown astrand; and now 
the crested waves are dashing wildly 
against, and over, the ill-fated bark! 
Thousands are now the agvonized spec- 
tators of the scene! There are fathers, 
brothers, sons, husbands, lovers, of 
those ‘on board! Will they man the 
life-boats which are at hand in abun- 
dance, and peril their lives for those 
they love? They stir not; the wild tu- 
mult of the waves appals the stoutest 


hearts‘! They offer gold in profnsion\— 


but in vain; the hazard is too fearful! 
There are slaves'there. Will they go? 
They are offered money—they do not 
move. ‘Their masters threaten, and 
brandish the ‘whip; the slaves crouch 
beseechingly to the earth! But list! 
I see a tall, agile son of the South 
spring toan elevation, and waving aloft 
his hat, he exclaims with stentorian 


voice: “ Hear ye! Hear ye!! Liberty 


“~~ 
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| 
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for life to every slave that will man a 


boat!!!” The boats aremanned; with 
superhuman strength they bufiet the 
waves, and reach the wreck, and all on 
board are saved!! Did those slaves 
love their chains ? i | 
But we are now on the border of the 
Dismal Swamp ; and let us fancy that 
it is mid-summer of fifty five. And 
now look:you, and you shall see an 
most invisible exhalation, rising, and 
sluggishly floating away with a» gen- 
tle southern breeze, till it settles, like 
the pall of the grave, over the doomed 


cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth! And | 


are they sick there? Aye—dying by 
thousands—and it is wonder! Rather 
say with the wonder is 
they are ever healthy.” But O, for agi- 
tation! Give us the wildest tornado, 


so that it would seatter the seeds of this. 


pestilence far off upon the trackless 
ocean—even though it should encoun- 
ter some lone ship, and crush it into ten 
thousand fragments, and bury all on 
board ‘in the deep, deep sea.” 

And now, having finished my fancy 
sketch, [am suddenly at home, musing 
upon what I have written. 

And such is Southern society, in one 
stage of my illustration to-day. “Tis 
the period of incubation now, and all 
is quiet ; but the seething cauldrons are 
at work. Southern society is fud/, mor- 
ally and intellectually, with ‘*Dark La- 
goons,” and “Turbid Bayous,” and 
‘*Everglades,”’ and ** Dismal Swamps,”’ 
where error sits brooding over igno- 
rance and vice, and crime, and every 
sensual pollution. 

The priest and the, politician join in 


‘drowned !! 


charges all upon’ our free schools. 
Well, acknowledge the corn;’’ I. 
have no doubt of the matter ; but listen 
to me a moment. You have raised a 
family of children.. In learning to walk, 
they incurred many a hazard, had many 
a fall, received many a bruise ; in learn- 
ing to talk, they uttered a great many 
queer sounds; in learning to think, they 
had a great many foolish thoughts; in 
learning to8wim, alas! one of them was 
Now, if you had your life 
to live over again, with.all this painful 
experience, would you seek, as a rem- 
edy for all these evils, to keep your 
children always in swaddling clothes. m 
their mother’s arms? I[ think not. We 
understand as well as he of the Exam- 
iner, that in all transition states there is 
of necessity peril—that the apprentice, 
in learning the use of edged ‘tools; will 
get many acut, and hack ; but the rem- 
edy is not to let them alone, but by per- 
severance to acquire skill. 
The ‘‘Examiner’’ gives the hackneyed 
quotation : 
“A little learning is a dangerous thing. ¢. 


We agree with him, but prefer the 
author’s remedy. to. that of the Exam- 
iner. The author says: we 


“A little learning is a dangerons thing - 
Drink deep, or taste not the Picrian spring. 
These shal/ow drafts iutox‘cate the brain, 
But drinking /argely sobers us again.” 


If we are somewhat intoxicated now, 
with our ‘free schools” and our “‘little 
learning,’ we mean to keep on drink- 
ing, in the hope of getting sober anon! 

It was foreibly said by Wieland, at 
the court of the Grand Duke of Saxe 


Weimar: ‘*When the questien is about 
‘the greatest evils that scourge the hn- 
man race, we always return to the truth 
of truths cannot be helped, 
| unless théy become better; they can 
abomination of free schools,’’ in which never become better until they become 
the editor says: ** We have got.to hat- wiser ; but they can never become wiser 
ing everything with the prefix free to ‘unless they think rightly of every thing 
it.” He then goes on to enumerate on which their weal or woe depends ; 
our heresies and abominations, and and they would never learn tothink . 


mutual gratulations that you have none 
of the pestiferous heresies that so dis- 
turb Northern society. I have, lying 
before me an article from The Jeich- 
mond EHeaminer, headed **The modern 
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rightly so lo as they do not think 
freely.”’ ours for the truth, 
8. Crapp. 
For the North-Western Christian Magazine. 
Liberty. | 


“We approve of freedom of thought, freedom of 

1D on 0 a 
te or polities, at the peaper time and place.” 

What a beautiful doctrine is con- 
tained in this short ph! The 
author Of it breathes forth true concep- 
tions of eee “be he who he may. 
Wonder if he abides by the wholesome 
doctrine he approves of! It may be 


* that he is not a tical abolitionist, 
but a theoretical one! He certainly 
talks like it. 

Well, I hope he is; for if his theory 


is correct, reason is bound to bring him 
right after a while. 
I do wish there were as many prac- 
tical friends of freedom, as there are 
professed theoretical ones! Then the 
poor black man, who has as good a 
rigat to his head and hands as the 
hite, would be relcased from his gal- 
ling fetters, the injustice of which he 
very sensibly feels, notwithstanding the 
darkness into which he is plunged 
y him, under whose heel his proud 
spirit writhes, and sends up doleful cries 
for vengance upon the head of his op- 
pressor. And the God of justice an- 
is mine, 


I will repay; saith the Lord!” 

He coul n his 
property. He could engage in w 
ever business his judgment or fancy 
might dictate, and enjoy the benefit of 
it. He could have a wife to love and 
live with, children to train in the wa 


they should go, and laws to him 
in all legal and honorable . pursuits. 
What a glorious jubilee it would be for 


him! But oh! when I think of the bru- 
talized condition in which the adver- 
sary of souls; in the shape of mortal 
men, is striving to keep him, I am 


constrained to believe that he could not. 


‘that I seriously 


fully appreciate the heaven-born inheri- 
tance of liberty. 

Firmly believing his title to himself 
and the pursuit of happiness is as good 
as any man’s, if he is not qualifiod for 
liberty, it is our imperative duty, ac- 
cording to the golden rule, to set about 
the work, and have him translated from 
the ** power of Satan,” into the glorious 
of a free atmosphere. 

am decidedly opposed to spending 
so much money for foreign missions, 
when half the amount would do more 
substantial in enlightening the 
heathens, (the Oppressed and oppres- 
sors,) of our own country. I think it 
is doing the slave-holder no injustice 
to class him with heathens, from the 
fact that he Aeathenizes his fellows with- 
out remorse, whereas, if his mind was 
christiani with the word of truth, 
his conscience would give him no peace 
—it would “sting like an adder.’ 

But again, to enlighten the benighted 
in our Own country, 
beginning our charity at home, whi 
18 the place. 

But a question arises here: Would 
it be charity to restore the intelligence 
so unjustly wrested from them by their 
oppressors? I think not. Nay, the 

ican race can never be remunerated 
for the years of brutalizing bon 
they have served in this so called * 

, how diligent and vigilant 8 
be the watchmen on Zion’s walls! I 
verily believe the time is fully come © 
when they should ‘‘cry aloud and spare 
not,’’ lift up their voices “‘like a trum- 
pet,” and show the people their “‘trans- 
gression.” **Loose the bands of wicked- 
undo the and let 

0 pressed go and break every 

amr Surely the fast which the Lord 

on chosen, is to feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, and to “aid and comfort’ 
the poor and oppressed. 

Some may think I am too hard on 
our Southern es when I say 

lieve the grand vro- 
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jectile force of slavery to be the love of 
money—‘the root of all evil.” It is 
notso. “Is as unto wise men.” 
If not, I cannot see why ministers of 
the Gospel of Christ, (than whom none 
are to be more devoted to the 
pr. do not preach the liberty of that 
pel at all times and in all places. 
izing that they should ever speak 
the truth, and * give to saints and sin- 
ners their portion in due season,” 
There is a most fearful responsibility 
resting upon the preachers of this ge) 
and God will hold them accountable for 
all their illogical, theological reason- 
ings, which are an incubus on the pro- 

gress of the current reformation. 

H. E. Pagerr. 
Towa, May 12th, 1856. . 
_ Letter from the South. 


MONEY FOR COLORED CONGREGATION—PRO-SLAV- 
ERY SENTIMENT IN THE CHURCH, &c. 


, May 1 1856. 
Mr. Jouw Bocas. 


Dear Sir: A friend of humanity 
hands me $5, to send you for the bene- 
fit of the colored church in Cincinnati, 
to help pay for their house. He is one 
of the four who sent you $10 last sum- 
mer. It is hard to get subscribers here 
for anti-slavery papers. But few seem 
to have the courage to take them. 

The wealthy and intelligent are near- 
ly universally slave-holders and pro- 
slavery. They can look down and 
“crush out” nearly all the anti-slavery 
sentiment that may show itself. 

The Christian church here once had 
many decided anti-slavery members in 
it,—some thought a majority. But 
their preacher was pro-slavery, and was 
looked upon generally as a strong de- 
bater; he has things pretty much his 
Own way. 

Mr. attends here occasionally, 
and is very popular. I once thought 
he occupied right ground, except he 
ed to excluding oe from 


Oppos 
the ‘hareh. I fear that error, some 


into the front ranks the 
slavery party. One general remark: 
When men get senceetied from truth to 
error, they are very zealous in order to 
prove their stncerrry, and atone for 
their former folly. Slavery is not dis- 
cussed here publicly. 

_ You have a few staunch friends here, 
who, I think, will continue to take the 


“Magazine.” Success to your labors. 


» P.S. I€ the North yiélds one or 
two more points, the South will carry 


slavery into their midst, in States and 
Territories. That is the object, and no * 
otherwise, 
when the North yields all the South 


mistake. Who could expect 


asks? A pro-slavery editor admitted 


to me that the South had got alkshe 
ever asked. Yet there is great com- 


plaint of ‘“‘ Northern aggression?” 


Western Reserve Eclectic Institute. 

We call the attention of our readers, 
not only in this State, but elsewhere, 
to the subjoined appeal in behalf of one 
of the most useful institutions of learn- 
ing, under the control of the Disciples 
of Christ. 4 

To those unacquainted with the lo- 
cation, we would say that it is situated 
on the highest lands betwen thé Ohio 
river and Lake Erie, and is unrivaled 
in point of salubrity and healthfulness. 


The inhabitants of Hiram and adjoin- 


ing towns, and indeed the whole Wes- 
tern Reserve, are noted for their intelli- 
gence, industry, sobriety, economy, and 
general morality. 

There is a large and flourishing con- 
gregation of Disciples at the village, 
affording to the students all the facili- 


ties. for religious worship, and its his-* 


tory for the last few years gives ample 
testimony that it has successfully co- 


circumstanees has thrown or will throw 


operated with the ‘‘ Institute’ in the 
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dents who have been in attendance. 
Ofthe President and Faculty we have| 
only* to say, that a visit of several 
months on the Reserve convinced us, 
, that their untiring, efforts, combined 
* With their natural and acquired quali- 
fications fer the high and responsible 
_ St@fion they occupy, ‘fave won for them 


brotherhood. 


To brethren who wish to educate their 


children abroad, we can say we know 
no place offers greater induce- 
“Inent,than Hiram. | 
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CIRC ULAR 
To the Disciples of Christ in Ohio: 


ThéBoard of Trustees of the ““West- 
ern Reservé Eclectic Institute’? have 
@irétted a/Circular to be issued, briefly 
setting forth the history, condition and 
prospects of the Educational enterprise 
committed to their hands. Your atten- 
tion is therefore invited to the follow- 
ln@ statement of facts: 

The Itistitute was established in 1850, 
notsby individuals, Dut by the brother- 
hood of Disciples in the Western Re- 
serve and its borders, through their 
representatives in Convention assem- 
hled> It was to be known as theirs, 
under their especial patronage ; and al- 
fhouzh not désigned to be sectarian in 
any respect, Wowwas nevertheless to be 

under the religious influence of this 
body of people. 

edifice was in 
1850, at a cost of about $3,000. 

The purchase of lands, and erection 
of the boarding houses, amounted to 
about $8,300 more. 

The lands, however, willpay for) ° 
themselves. 

The average yearly 240 
These have been from 14 States, the Canadas, &e. 
number of our pupils, now parmavently 


engaged in Teaching... 
The number who bave Since graduated at Col- 
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ioral and religious training-of the stu- 


the confidefite and esteem m of the whole} 


The number who have devoted. themselves to 
preaching the 14° 
The number converted during 0 stay in * 


These facts speak for themselves. 
They show an extent of useful effort 
cee on thing that could have been. 
in view of the limited 
means at the command of the Teachers, 
And it is proper to say, in behalf of the 
Principal, and_ the ot. devoted 
Teachers whose labors have been en 
joyed. in the Institute, that had it not 
been for unusnal ‘self-denial and most 
laborious effortsunder great discouraZe- 
ments, such results ae not have been 
realized. 


Past achievements, under heavy em- 
barrassments, sow what may be ho 
for in the future, if these embarrass- 
ments are removed, It is no -usopian 
scheme. It is in our power to have an 
Institution of the highest grade, which 
year by year shall wield an immense 
inflnence over a vast territory., No 
Christian, we presume, wishes to es- 
cape from the imperative demand on 
his sympathies, his prayers, his purse, 
and his. labors, whieh the camse of 
Christian education brings with it. It 
will be a lasting tothe brother- 
hood to leave the only Institution under 
their care in the state, to struggle on 

ear by yeary under a load of debt. 

The der devoted band of Teachers, who 
haye for several years suffered loss in 
hope of a better day, will soon be driven 
from their posts by the pressuref pov- 
erty, unless the Institution is so relieved 
as to allow its revenue to be fully ap- 
propriated for their compensation. 


We therefore appeal to the disci 

of the Lord for needful help for 
own ofispring. There is 
of $6,000 in addition to all the pledges 
already given, to put the Eclectic out 
of debt. (A.portion of this amount.has 
been conditionally secured.) Unless 
the sum is obtained, we must be greatly 
crippled in our operations ; and in the 


end there must be the shame and dis- 
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orace of a complete failire=which may 
Heaven prevent. “Isaac Errrrr, 


A. 8. HaAypen._ 
Hiram, May, 


1856. 


Be in Earnest. 


Be in earnest! God who formed thee, . 
_ And with might and honor armed thee, 

Ne’cr designed that thou should’st squander — 
Life in vanity! or wahcer, 
Childlike, after bursting bubbles. 
Made to baffet stormy troubles— se 
Made to breast the whelming billow—" 
Made.to rest on sleepless pillow— __ 
Made to battle ills the-eternest— _ 

Bein earnest. - 


Be in earnest! “What thow doest, 
_ thon plannest or pursnest, 
Plan, pursneyand do with spirit. 
Never care, thongh thou inherit 
Glery dimmer than thy brother’s— 
Power weaker than aucther’s— 
‘Use thy power—use it rightly 
And in faith, nor prize it lightly ; 
And where’er thy power thou turnest, 

. Be in earnest. 


4 


Be in earnest in thy feelings: 

lf to Sorrow’s wept appealings 

Thon impulsively respondest—~ 
If thou cherish Hopes the fondest— 
If in Friendship thon confidest— 

Or if Folly thon deridest— 

Jf tho battle with Aggression— 
Jf thon straggle with Oppression— 
If with Love’s pure flame thou burnest— 
in earnest, 


Be in earnest in thy daty, 

Minding that thy brighest beauty 

Ts a heart that seeks God's glory. 

Tn man’s welfare, learn the story © 

Of the men whose being tended 

To this object—who suspended 
Life—yea, every thing—to gain it ; 
Yearn, as they did, to attain it; 

When thou yearnest, while thou learnest, 


¥ 


Bein earnest. N. E. 


— 


_ Pro-Slavery Etiquette! 

Sryce the issue of our May No., we 
have been occasionally sending a Pros- 
pectus and a specimen number of the 
Magazine to brethren as we have come 

in possession of their names and loca- 
tion, in the hope that they would feel 
sufficiently interested in the cause we 
plead, to do something towards increas- 
ing our list of subscribers..«:The re- 
sponse, 80 far, has‘ in general been of 


the most encouraging character. 


others, we happened to‘send a 


prospectus. to a certain W. W. 
from whom we have just receivé@the 
following highly polished and Chris, 
'tian-like note, written on the prospe¢ 
‘tus and enclosed in the specimen*ntit- 
ber sent him: We publishwit in exa¢t 
conformity with the manuscript. JB. 
“Permit me to say, that I cannot, * 
with my View of Ghristianity,” take 
sucha paper as yours, as it is Opposed. 
to the Bible upon one of the most an- Mey 
cient institutions in that holy book— « 
further, I regard it as true, that vénmiah,” 


upon the subject of slavery,as*youdo, 
without being, in a great degree, any. - 
INFIDEL, and henee, if was not hard-dor + 
you to make sueh unfounded charges 
‘against Bro. John Rogersyef Ly, as 
you did sometime ago, in your dager 
and boggy paper. feel free inmaking 
these remarks to you, Dnt, im expregs- 
ingnothing more, No 


— 


Cincinnati Newspapetfs. 

In the present highly exciting state 
of affairs in the political world, #e'snp- 
/pose no family will be satisfied with- 
out at least one good weekly family 
paper. And as many of our readers 
would naturally prefer ne published 
at this point, inasmuch as it is the 
great commercial centre of the Missis-— 
sippi valley, we beg leave to say for @ 
the benefit of those at a distance, that 
we have éwo well conducted and ably — 
edited. weekly papers here, both of — 
which’are right on the great question 
of human rights which is now agitating 
our country from/centre to circum- 
ference. They are the “Cincinnatt 
Gazette,’ -and -the. Dollar Weekly 
Commercial.” ‘The former is: publish- 
ed at $2.00 per annum; the latter at 
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can believe and advocate Such pringiples, 
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Nortu-Wps TERN Curis@tian MAGazine. 


$1.00 per annum. The difference in 
their size corresponds with the differ- 
® efiée in their price. They are both 
noted for their reliability, and the com- 
prehensive views they give of trans- 

J events. There are several other 
* éeklies published here, but none that 


can conscientiously recommend to 
friends as being right onthe “ free 
soil” question, and some of them have: 
eles) “deen entirely carried away with side 
Je B. 


} 

- 
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4 Tus Home,” edited b Mrs. H. E. 
Q. Arey.” Published by E. Beadle, 
Buffalo, N.Y. This is anew monthly, 
which commenced in June last. Its 
desigmis to be “a fireside monthly com- 

| ~ pamion and guide for the wile, the 


gr 
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NEW BOOKS. 


“GertTeupe Ler, on Tar NortHErn 
Cousin.” This is a small volume of 
135 16mo ; price 25 cents. Just 
issued by the A. R. T. & B. Soc. It 
is one of their best books, showing 
up the whole subject of American slav- 
ery in its varied aspects. It should be 


in every family and every Sabbath 
School library in the land. . Postage 5 
cents, 


**Retigious Courtsuir, ok MarRiacE 
oN Cuaristian Apple- 
gate & Co., publishers, Cin., 270 pp. 
12mo. The work is gottén up in a con- 
versational style, and cannot fail to in- 
terest and instruct those who contem- 
plate a permanent residence in the state 
of matrimony. Many.of its lessons can 


than in the school of experience. 


<~amcther, the sister, and the daughter.” 
Ttsobject is one that should comme 
“itself to the Ohristian and the philan- 

thropist,.and the happiness of Its exe- 

cution In. the specimens before us is 
alike creditable to its proprietors and 

instructive to its readers. It fills a 

vacuum which existed in our otherwise 

superabundant periodical literature. It 
should find access to the ‘‘home” of every 
daughter and sister, wife and mother 
in the land, and when there, will richly 
‘Tepay the money and time expended in 
its cost and perusal. It is gotten up in 
the neatestsstyle, 48 pp. monthly, at 


cheap and healthy mental repast for 


- of a similar character. p 
Price: 50 cents per year ; 

Both the “Casket? and “The 

Home” sent. to one address for $1.50. 


“Tae On Farmer,” 16 


p. 40., monthly; $1.00 annum. 
(a. & Brown, publishers. The first 
number of this new periodicak is before 
us. Its mechanical execution is highly 
creditable, and from the examination 


we have been able to give its contents,» 


we think it cannot fil to be both a wel: 
come and useful visitor our ar- 


Scmner’s SPEroH, in pamphlet form, 


just published, 32 pp. royal octavo, by 


$1.50 per copy, or ten copies for $10.00, |G-8. Blanchard, 39 West 4th ¥ Sin- 
Yourn’s Casxer.” An illn- copy $1.00 per dozen. 
Magazine for the young. Ed-| meet J. B. 
ited and published as above. As its} 
struct and amuse the rising generation. — 
It offers to parents and ans a Minuzrssonc, Towa, April 28th, 1656. 


Bro. Boees: We have had some in- 


their children, which will be found en- | teresting meetings at Millersburg, Ne- 
tirely superior to the usual productions | vada, and other places. We organ 
| here last fall, and now we number about 

seventy 


ized 


Yours, in the good work, 
W. G, 


be learned much cheaper from itsipages, _ 
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WNortu-W ESTERRN On 


RISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


Febraary 13th, 1856. 
Dear Bro. Boges: I would inform 


‘the brethren, through the columns of 


the Magazine, that our Brother D. M. 
Hughes is laboring for the churches in 
Washington, Monroe, and Noble Cos., 
with much success. At a recent meet- 
ing at Rockfork thirteen were added. 
ours, in @hrist, J. 
O., May, 1856, 
My Brotuer: Perhaps an item 
of news concerning the of our 
Master’s cause may not be uninteresting 
to yourself and readers. During the 
winter I have beenJaboring inces- 
santly, (as whem you s@w me,) day and 
night, and as the result of the joint ef- 
forts of the Brethren where Lhave been, 
some two hundred and twenty have 
been added to the great family of our 
Heavenly Father. May they with us 
be faithful to the end, and at last re- 
ceive the crown of life, which is in 


_ readiness for all who shall be counted 
worthy of it. My christian r 


8 to 
you and yours, wishing the “‘Magazine”’ 


great su and a still wider circula- 
tion, for the truth’s sake. 
Your Brother in Christ, 
W. A. Betprna. 
OBITUARY. 


Prav, La Salle Co., Ill., May 18th, 1856. 

Dear Bro. Boces: For the infor- 
mation of numerous friends in Ohio and 
elsewhere, I wish you to publish an ac- 
count of the death of my long afflicted 
and beloved son, James A. Irvin. He 
in company with his mother left Har- 
rison, Hamilton Co., O., and arrived in 
La Salle Co., Ill., on the 9th, in as good 
health as he had enjoyed for a month 
before leaving. On the 17th my son 
A. R. and I arrived at Cedar Point, 
and found them at the house of a dear 
brother, (John Vandervort). In a few 
days, however, he was confined to bed, 
but we were not that his 
end was so near. He got up in a day 
or two, and on the 2nd day of May we 
removed him,two miles, to our present 


residence, where he lingered until May 
9th, 10 minutes before 10 o’clock, P.M., 
when, without a straggle or a groan, 
his ransomed spirit left its clay fene- 
ment, to return to God who gave if. 
When I told him his pulse had ceased. 
to beat, he said with emphasis: ‘Well 
all my troubles are now at an efid.” 
And after dictating m to be sent 
to his absent brother and sister, quietly 
sunk into the embrace of death, there 
0 rest till the voice of the Archa 


with all saints im 
dise of God. 


| 


and the tramp of God shall ealf him™ 
mortal, to the pete. 


“Let me die the death of the right- f « 
oous, and let my last’ end be like hig." 


As ever, your Brothery «§ 
Deparrtep this life, on the 13th imst4> 
ter of Ira and Hannah M’Collom, in the “© 
. The degeased bée-. 


D. M’Cotom, oldest dangh- 


23d year of her 
came a member of the Christian ehutch 
when 14 years old. She was a most 
exemplary Christian ; a constant atten- 
dant at the Lord’s house, amd died as 
she had lived, with a living faith in her 
Redeemer. 
Blessed are the dead, which dievdn 
the Lord. | 
Austintown, Mahoning Co. O., April 27th, 1856, 
Diep, of inflammation of the kidneys, 
on Monday, May 12th, 1856, Jonxy 
Van Wirx son of Enos and Sarah 
ays. ough deep to part 
with such a lovely and promising child, 
yet we sorrow not as those who have 
no hope, but endeavor in resigmation 
to the to await the morning Of fhe 


mercy of God te embrace our dear chil- 
dren, in that land where there will be 
no more death, sorrow, or pai 


E. 


An account of Bro. Pardee Butler’s 


persecution in Kansas, and other im- 
rtant matter, is crowded out of this 


o., but will appear in the next. 


aged 22 monthsjand 16° 


lresurrection, when we hope through the 
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With the present No. of the Maga- 
_ “ain? we complete our second editorial 
*. year. To us it has been one replete with : 
Mabors, but we rejoice in the conviction 
.* eu iin have not been wholly in vain. 
Our humble effort in behalf ofthe 
downtrodden and oppressed has awak- 
we “éfied an interest where it did not exist, 
+ and.has elicited discussiomamong those | 
who had hevetofore ignored it. Breth- 
who hdd looked upon slavery 
ssomethiig yith which they “had noth- 
“ang to do,” begin to see and to feel that 
to do with them. They 
are te" realize that the in- 
stitution” is inconsistent with 
»* the spirit of the Gospel, and that one 
Sor the other must be destroyed. : 
- *During the year several things have 
transpired give our differ-. 
‘ent character from that which at the 
commiericement we intended. The un- 
provoked and malicious attack upon |: 
charactér, by one of the edi- 
ws of the “Age,” imposed: on us the 
painful necessity of writing several ar- 
‘ticles in self-defence, and publishing 
the testimony of others, in ordersto 
- Bhow the unfounded character of his al- 
aithough we had intended to 
‘keep egtirely aloof from all personal al- 
_, texcatiqns: 
We have said less on the subject of 
al uecation than we intended, not becansé: 
- we consider it of secondary importance, ' 
-but because the developments on the 
subject of slavery, which we deemed it 
imperative to notice, have crowded 
“and other important matters from our 
‘pages. Still, under all the cireum-' 
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MAGAZINE. 
‘Close of the V olume a disposition of the great subjects 


proposed in our prospectus, as would 
be most beneficial’ to all concerned. 


' De our contributors, both regular and 
occasional, we feel under the deepest 
\obligations. We are fully aware that 
they have contributed much towards 
establishing the popularity ofthe Mag- 


azine, and securing that. favorable re- 
ception which has so univemsally awalf- 
ed it. 

To our subscgibers, who ‘have stood 
‘by us “through evil as well as through 
good report,” Pho have Sustained us by 
their “material aidg’ a nd especially to 


those labored for the exten- 
sion of our subscription, we tender our 
sincere thanks, 

With the July number we commencet 
a new volume, and shall use a new mai- 
ing book. We hope that all our sub- 
scribers will feel inclined to continue 
to patronize us; but for fear lest. we # 
should send it to some whogwould not 
wish to continue, we have”concluded 
not to enter the name of any subscriber 
in our new book, unless “signify 
their willingness to.continue. We have 
some two hundred subscribers, who 
commenced with the June number in- 
stead of the beginning of the volame. 
Their names will of course be entered 
on the new book, and will receive the 
numbers until J anuary next, especially 
those who have paid their subseriptions. 

We hope all the friends of the Maga- 
zine will exert themselves in its behalf, 
and advise us at as early a date as con- 
venient of their success, It is import- 
ant that we should, hear from as many 
neighborhoods as possible, before we 


have the July atmmbes printed, so that 
we may know how large an edition to 
issue, 

[C= All money sent by mail at’our 
risk ; but where sums of any consider- 
‘able amount are sent, we would prefer 


“stances, we have endeavored to make 


to have the letters registered. 
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